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HERITAGE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR THE MULGOA VALLEY AS A
CONSERVATION AREA1 AND HISTORIC SITE
Summary of Mulgoa Valley
“The valley is a significant land unit comprising important natural areas and modified landscapes.
The valley is currently recognised in the REP as a rural landscape precinct and should retain that
status”. Penrith Heritage Study (2007) Vol. 3 Locality Assessment 22.0 Mulgoa
“Mulgoa Valley, a picturesque, rural landscape containing many important heritage buildings and
areas of natural bushland is recognised as an area of significance in New South Wales. Development
should not be allowed to significantly change the character of Mulgoa Valley nor threaten its
ecological and heritage resources. The Valley can play an important role in conservation, tourism and
recreation in Western Sydney." Sydney Regional Environmental Plan 13 (2009)
“The Mulgoa Valley Precinct has played an important role in the history of the State’s development.
From 1810, the Valley was a key area of European settlement and it became closely linked to the
activities of the wealthy Cox family and other prominent figures of the colony. The Precinct’s heritage
significance lies in the surviving sites, buildings, gardens and pastoral landscapes developed by the
Cox family. These features provide some of the best remaining physical evidence in NSW of the
manner in which the country was settled and the impact that this had on the landscape. Penrith City
Council seeks to protect the Valley’s heritage items and their vistas from any unsympathetic
development”. Penrith Development Control Plan 2014 E9 Mulgoa Valley
The Precinct is characterised by its intimate, predominantly rural landscape comprising creek flats,
undulating agricultural land, wooded hills and escarpment, and large estate gardens. The backdrop
of the Blue Mountains and Nepean River to the west and the wooded hills to the east contribute to
this landscape and its intimacy. The Precinct includes the villages of Mulgoa and Wallacia, which also
have important cultural and natural heritage qualities.
“Mulgoa Valley is principally significant as a cultural landscape that evolved over the nineteenth
century through the large estates established by the Cox, Jamison and Norton families. The evolution
of rural land uses and historic associations with the community supported by these are demonstrated
in the collection of extant homesteads and village cottages established in the nineteenth century, the
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local public school, church and cemetery reserve, cultural plantings, and the Mulgoa Road which has
long served as the principal means of access” (Penrith Heritage Study 2007)2.
The draft Scenic and Cultural Landscapes Study (2019) Statement of Significance for the Mulgoa
Valley assesses the landscape as “Regional or higher”.
“Mulgoa is associated with the themes of pastoralism and agriculture, convict, religion, persons,
creative endeavour, and towns, suburbs and villages, landscape – culturally evolving, leisure,
industry. The extant built environment continues to demonstrate these themes which collectively
contribute to an understanding of how the farmlands have evolved from the nineteenth century”3.
The Penrith Rural Lands and Villages Strategy (2019) recognises the Mulgoa Valley as a Significant
Rural Landscape area and a highly visually-sensitive landscape within Penrith’s rural lands. It states
that “Penrith’s rural South West Precinct is framed by the established and planned urban areas to the
north, The Northern Road corridor to the east, the LGA boundary to the south, and the Nepean River
(forming the LGA boundary) to the west. It broadly encompasses the suburbs of Mulgoa, Wallacia
and the westernmost portion of Luddenham. Planning in this Precinct will be heavily focused on
protecting the Mulgoa Valley”. This recognises that much of the Precinct is not suitable for
accommodating significant development intensification or major land use changes, particularly
where this conflicts with biodiversity, heritage and scenic conservation measures. Precinct-wide
considerations recommend the reinforcement of The Northern Road corridor as the Metropolitan
Rural Area boundary and protection of any view corridors to the Blue Mountains from the proposed
Outer Sydney Orbital, North South Rail corridors, Elizabeth Drive and the M12.
The draft Penrith Scenic and Cultural Landscapes Study (2019) study singles out three key areas in
the Mulgoa Valley:
1. “unique geological conditions and vegetation communities: In Mulgoa Nature Reserve the
shale-sandstone boundary occurs, resulting in shale cliffs and the Shale Hill Woodlands
2. western forested hills: these mostly heavily vegetated areas form a strong visual backdrop
to the Mulgoa Valley.
3. south-western hills and valleys: the landscape is widely recognised for its scenic and cultural
values. There are six rural heritage properties that are listed on the State Heritage Register.
There are views to some of those properties from Mulgoa Road, such as Fernhill and
Glenmore. The surrounding mostly intact rural setting contributes to the uniqueness of this
landscape so close to the metropolitan areas of Sydney”.
In Table 5-2: Penrith's Significant Scenic & Cultural Landscapes are listed as important characteristics
which should be protected and/or enhanced:
“Mulgoa Valley:
• The winding and treed Mulgoa Road
• The attractive villages of Wallacia and Mulgoa, particularly their heritage buildings
2
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•

A high number of heritage rural properties (including Glenmore and Fernhill estates) and any
views from Mulgoa Road
• The surrounding mostly intact rural setting with a high level of vegetation
• The visual separation of Wallacia and Mulgoa that is enhanced through a change in
landform and the intervening rural landscape.
Mulgoa:
• The many heritage buildings and properties throughout the village
• The strong and almost intact triangular landscape formed by Fernhill, Saint Thomas’ Church
and Cox Cottage is considered quite unique and of state heritage significance.
• The meandering, narrow nature of Mulgoa Road, flanked in many parts by mature trees is
also a crucial part of its character.
Wallacia:
• The village of Wallacia is also important for its heritage values and many heritage buildings
and properties, including the dominant and well-recognised Wallacia Hotel. The village is in a
pleasant rural setting at the base of the mountains, with the Nepean River situated within
the gorge to the west. There are also dense corridors of native vegetation to its west and
east which have served to limit the village’s expansion and create a unique setting”.
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a. THE PLACE IS IMPORTANT IN DEMONSTRATING THE COURSE, OR PATTERN, OF
CULTURAL OR NATURAL HISTORY IN NEW SOUTH WALES.
Cultural history
“Mulgoa Valley is principally significant as a cultural landscape that evolved over the nineteenth
century through the large estates established by the Cox, Jamison and Norton families, and later
largely Cox family initiated closer settlement. The evolution of rural land uses and historic
associations with the community are demonstrated in the collection of extant homesteads and
village cottages established in the nineteenth century, the local public school, church and cemetery
reserve, cultural plantings, and the Mulgoa Road which has long served as the principal means of
access”4.
The cultural value of Mulgoa Valley resides in its visual character which derives from the
combination of large estates and village settlement and the natural values of remnant open forest,
cleared rural land, and broader setting of treed hillsides. These values are represented by the
existing State Heritage and local listings.

Land Grants in Mulgoa Valley

The first series of grants in the Mulgoa Valley were made on 1 January 1810 with further grants in
the following three years. These allocated the better areas flanking Mulgoa Creek and the Nepean.
Further areas were granted in 1815 and 1816, and by then most of the land in the Valley was
alienated to William Cox and his sons; to the Norton family, clergymen Robert Cartwright and Henry
Fulton and to the Jamisons. Wallacia for many decades in nineteenth century formed part of John
Blaxland’s Luddenham estate of 6710 acres granted in 1813. In 1831, Blaxland was granted a further
777 acres between the Nepean River and the Warragamba River, which included Grove Farm. At the
4
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north-west corner of the locality is a small grant of 30 acres made to Dennis McDonald on 8th
October 1816.
The histories of the colonial and Victorian houses of the Mulgoa Valley demonstrate the course of
cultural development, themes of pastoralism and agriculture, creative endeavour, of the export
driven wool boom of 1830s, the end of transportation of convicts and the beginning of the great
depression of the 1840s and with it the end of the early colonial society, collapse of wheat farming
due to stem rust in 1860’s and alternative forms of agricultural production (dairying, fruit
production), to accommodation for an evolving leisure industry appreciative of the rural
environment.
Today 12.7% or 701.3 ha of the Mulgoa Valley (Mulgoa section, exclusive of the Villages of Mulgoa
and Wallacia) is under heritage protection and listed on the NSW State Heritage Register:

The Cottage (Mulgoa Cottage, Fernhills)5 (c.1810) and Landscape
The Cottage was built in c1810 by William Cox on an 1810 land grant to the infant Edward Cox,
extended in c1820 and today retains this early form: a hipped roof, single storey verandahed cottage
– the classic Australian colonial bungalow.
Surveyor Meehan sighted boundaries for neighbouring grants from “Mr. Cox’s house” in July 18116.
The Cottage was lived in successively by William’s sons, Henry, George and Edward Cox before their
respective marriages and was the site of religious gatherings7 before the construction of St Thomas
Church, and the nucleus of the early Mulgoa Settlement.
It is of State Significance as the oldest weatherboard house in New South Wales and the oldest
house in private occupation in Australia. It is also one of the last remaining early colonial
homesteads retaining its rural curtilage.
The Cottage and garden, derelict 45 years ago has been “recovered”, not restored”8. The outline of
the carriage loop in front of the house, the impressive Chinese elm and English elms and oaks beside
Mulgoa Creek are surviving elements of the original garden. The line of the track that ran from
Glenmore to St Thomas Church and "to Winbourn(e)" (cadastral map of 1810) can be seen between
the house and Mulgoa Creek (Salt Water Creek). This is a potentially important archaeological site
of a colonial road formed c. 1815 and probably largely abandoned by c.1850.
The Cottage is rare at a State level for retaining the original pastoral landscape of its immediate
surrounds, providing evidence of colonial settlement patterns in the western part of the
Cumberland Plain and of early attempts at farming and viticulture in the Sydney region.
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In 2010 the NSW Govt. approved an extension (Cox Cottage Curtilage) to the State Heritage listing
boundary to include a 10 hectare parcel of state-owned farmland and vegetation along Mulgoa
Creek and to protect the peaceful views and original colonial landscape of the Cottage, along with
remnants of the Cottage’s first vineyard and the original road linking the Cox properties. The vines
that produced the medal winning wine in 1847 for Edward Cox were grown on Cox Cottage
Conservancy9. A number of Continental vine dressers were brought to Australia by the Coxes and
were employed by Edward Cox at Mulgoa10. Among them was the Anschau family11 who were
German vineyard workers12. The Anschau family leased a cottage (across Mulgoa Creek to the east of
the Cottage) from 1851 for a period of 15 years.
“Today, The Cottage, 200 years ago isolated in Cumberland Plain woodland, is a time warp ‘under
the spell of the ages’ on the edge of Sydney’s urban sprawl”13.

Fernhill14 (c.1839-42) house, landscape and landscape features
The Fernhill estate comprises an extensive area of modified and natural landscape which provides
the setting for a house completed c.1845 for Edward Cox. The construction of Fernhill and the layout
of the Estate grounds coincide with the boom in the rural economy of the 1830s and the depression
of the 1840s.
Fernhill is a fine example of Greek Revival architecture, exceptionally well crafted and confidently
attributed to the government architect Mortimer Lewis15.
Fernhill was built by Edward Cox, the youngest son of the road builder, William Cox. It tells us much
about the ambitions, wealth, confidence and speculation of the 1830s in New South Wales – the
golden decade of the early colonial period, and it tells us about early colonial society – in particular
the emergent pastoral establishment known as the “Pure Merinos”16.
This handsome house, Fernhill, has a boldness in its design – broad masses of fine masonry, the
simple articulation of wall planes and doors and windows. With nothing subtle in this grand design.
Its scale is grand: its French doors are nearly 9 feet high, the great semi-circular bow on its garden
front more than 20 feet in diameter. This scale and lack of refined detail are also features of the style
of the house – the Greek Revival – and of the architect who almost certainly designed the place – the
9
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Government Architect, Mortimer Lewis. The colonnade of ten sandstone columns – each shaft a
single piece of stone, twelve feet or so high is of the Doric order. The French doors are stranded four
or five feet above the ground, opening into air.
Above the door, unprotected from the weather, is inscribed a simple date: 1842 - the end of
transportation of convicts and the beginning of the great depression of the 1840s and the end of the
early colonial society. The inscribed date was, however, a sullen reminder of the Coxes thwarted
ambitions and the beginning of their declining fortunes. In 1843 they lost heavily when the Bank of
Australia failed. Edward Cox kept Fernhill, but it never became the fine mansion of which he
dreamed.
In an attempt to give some semblance of completeness to the Fernhill house, now feted to remain
single-storied, the Coxes built a porte-cochère (sadly removed in the 1950’s) to shelter the door –
but its columns were tree trunks, its pediment and entablature of wood. Its design, again, almost
certainly by Mortimer Lewis.
The cool entrance hall opens into the large, square, central hall – a stair hall, without a stair for there
is no second story. The room to the right, perhaps intended as a library, was subdivided into
bedrooms. The house is unfinished, its original design curtailed. Its rooms however were well
finished, with fine panelled joinery, handsome chimney pieces and decorative cornices of
fashionable papier-mâché, and a stone fountain (recently removed).
What is exceptional about the Fernhill Estate is that the Fernhill Homestead survives with its
contemporary designed landscape and in its original setting. The rural landscape of Fernhill (and
the Mulgoa Valley) has been recognised since early settlement of the Valley and survives to a degree
unsurpassed. The designed landscape (the house setting, the drive, bridges, reflecting pond and
Angophora clumps) is arguably unique in the history of landscape design in Australia and in the
retention of native species represents a remarkable, important shift in the early colonists’ attitude to
their environment.
Visiting Fernhill in the late 1840s Colonel Godfrey Mundy17, Governor Sir Charles Fitzroy’s cousin and
one of his entourage, wrote: “A stranger might imagine himself at the country house of some
substantial English squire….a handsome stone house overlooks by far the most lovely and handsome
view – as a home view – I ever met in Australia.”
Fernhill is of State Significance as probably one of the last buildings completed in the Colonial period
of New South Wales architecture. It was the home of Edward Cox, son of William Cox, and as such is
intimately linked with much of the early rural development of the colony (Report to Heritage Council
1978). The fact that the house was not completed makes it physical evidence of the depression of
the 1840s.18.
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St. Thomas Church19, and cemetery
St. Thomas' is an important extant example of a late 1830s Gothic Revival, rural Anglican parish
church in New South Wales20.
The substantial church (the first public building in Mulgoa) and glebe lands were carved out of the
Coxes’ Fernhill and Winbourne estates21. St Thomas’ was one of the first subsidised buildings under
Gov. Bourke’s ‘Church Act’ “to promote the buildings of Churches and Chapels and to provide for the
maintenance of Ministers of Religion in NSW”22.
The two storey rectory (1836-1962) was completed first. The foundation of the church was laid in
1836 by the daughter of Sir John Jamison and the church was completed in 1838 to designs prepared
by architect James Chadley and was built by James Atkinson and William Chisholm with contract and
free labour (ie not convict built)23. The stone was quarried on Fernhill. The tower was added in 183940, although the planned spire was never added.
The cemetery contains important early monuments, dating from 1839 and the graves of members of
prominent local colonists: Edward Cox of Fernhill, Nathaniel Norton of Fairlight, George Cox of
Winbourne, and Allaster Grant Maclean, a former surveyor-general of New South Wales. The oldest
headstone is 1811 (Bolton).
The Church Missionary Society Home for Half-Castes at Mulgoa24 was established in the first rectory
in 1942. It housed 25 Aboriginal children aged 1 to 14, some accompanied by their mothers, who
had been evacuated under military orders by the Commonwealth Department of Native Affairs. The
Home closed around 194725.
The golden stone church, with attendant cemetery and gravestones, has particular aesthetic impact
when glimpsed from Mulgoa Road (now St. Thomas' Road). The picturesque graveyard of clustered
headstones and notable classical sandstone monuments, notably of the Cox family, is on a sloping
site, bordered with eucalpyt trees, and complements the church admirably. It remains one of the
most romantic rural church settings in New South Wales and has significance for its history and
superb landscape.
19
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The adjoining land (northern portion now owned by the State Government) is of archaeological
interest as an Aboriginal camping area overlooking the junction of Mulgoa and Littlefields Creeks
(Austral Archaeology report26). Many a Kuringal ceremony (making boys into men by knocking out
the tooth) took place in sight of St Thomas Church (Bowers 1911)27.

Fernhill, St. Thomas' Church and Cox’s Cottage have an important historical and visual
relationship, undisturbed by later development. This group of three sites demonstrate the
ambitions and changes in wealth and status of an important early colonial family (the Coxs) from
1810 to the 1880s.

Mulgoa and St Thomas Roads28
The original alignment of Mulgoa Road around St Thomas’ Anglican Church, now known as St
Thomas Road, is significant for its strong historical relationship to St Thomas’ Anglican Church. The
road itself retains much of its colonial character, meandering around the hillside with views over
rural land interspersed with regenerated patches of natural vegetation. Such landscapes
combining a colonial church precinct, roadway, rural lands and natural vegetation, without
substantial intrusion of modern development, are rare in the Sydney region.
Of particular note are the handsome sandstone gate piers which, as well as serving the church, were
probably the original entrance to Fernhill. They relate stylistically more to classical Fernhill than to
the Gothic Revival Church.
The original road into the Valley (Kingshill Road) came from the Northern Road, through William
Cox’s land, past St Thomas Church to George Cox’s Winbourne (Mulgoa Parish AO Map 255). The
present Mulgoa Road from Penrith was officially surveyed and proclaimed on 19 September 1863,
with its route confirmed on 22 January 186429, although it had presumably been in use for many
years before. The current Mulgoa Road was re-routed to the west of St Thomas’ Anglican Church
after WWII and before 1955.
Council’s DCP 2014 states that: “An important part of the Mulgoa Valley Precinct and appreciating
its landscape is the drive along Mulgoa Road. Roadside vegetation, hills, gullies, bends and the
changing views of heritage items and the landscape are the main attributes”. The DCP controls seek
to ensure that Mulgoa Road and these attributes are protected.
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Draft Penrith Scenic and Cultural Landscape Study 2019 refers to “The meandering, narrow nature
of Mulgoa Road, flanked in many parts by mature trees is also a crucial part of its character” and to
the need for “retention of the character of Mulgoa Road”.
The protection of native vegetation on public and private reserves within Mulgoa Valley has recently
been complemented by the release of Penrith Council’s Roadside Vegetation Management Plan
(2018). Mulgoa Valley retains native vegetation of ‘High Conservation Value’ along roads throughout
the valley (with the exception of the Mulgoa and Wallacia Village areas). These roadside corridors of
native vegetation are now recognised for their contribution toward protection of native vegetation
and habitat and will be managed by Council accordingly.

Winbourne30 ruins, winery, former stables, vintner’s cottage, landscape, original drive with
extant stone pines and associated archaeological sites
Winbourne Estate is sited on the 600 acres granted to George Cox in 1816. The property is named
after the Cox family’s connections with Wimbourne, Dorset. The original sandstone house was a
single storey building. A second storey was added in 1842 and a gate house was built. A large winery
was built c. 1839. The estate included a notable octagonal gatehouse31 (recorded by W. Hardy
Wilson, demolished c. 1965), a stone pine (Pinus pinea) avenue (extant and seen from Mulgoa Road)
and estate cottages.
Around 1885 a portion of Winbourne was sold to George Henry’s nephew, Arthur Stephen, for the
Littlefields Estate subdivision.
The property demonstrates a phase in the development of the Mulgoa Valley with the
establishment of large pastoral and agricultural estate by the pioneering Cox family. With frontage
to the Nepean River, wool washing was initially carried out. The estate had an early vineyard
(c.1834), which was developed from 1853 by the German vinedresser Martin Eisenhuth. A distillery
was also erected to produce brandy. Prior to the 1860s, this well-managed farm included a bakery,
blacksmith, cattle and pig pens, and extensive wheat fields. In 1889 an extensive irrigation scheme
was developed (the precursor to the Mulgoa Irrigation Scheme) for the estate inclusive of a 16 h.p.
steam engine pumping equipment and a 75,000 gallon capacity cement lined reservoir set atop the
hill above the house. But within the year Winbourne was put up for sale; in that decade of drought
and economic decline remained unsold until 190132.
On the death of George Henry Cox in 1901 the house and 1800 acres were sold to P. C. Hewitt. The
Hewitt family struggled against the drought. Winbourne was subdivided and sold in lots. In 1914
Tom Campbell leased the house for a guest house. The house was destroyed by fire33 but the
guesthouse re-opened in November 1920 using the converted stables for accommodation.
The property was sold to the Christian Brothers in 1958 for use as their novitiate. The ruins of the
house were largely dismantled to reuse the stone in the retreat block34. Winbourne is now used as a
conference centre, school retreat and for weddings with part of the property biobanked.
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Glenmore (c. 1824)35, house, barn and landscape
“Glenmore estate is an integral part of a relatively intact rural landscape developed by the
pioneering Cox family in the early years of the colony of New South Wales, and subsequently
throughout the 19th century. It is thus a physical record of the development of farming in Australia in
general and the Mulgoa Valley in particular. The remnants of early exotic plantings include some of
the finest specimens of their species in New South Wales. The existing house and garden remnants at
Glenmore are a substantial and rare surviving example of an early 19th century country residence,
adapted for changing uses over time. The estate is associated with significant personalities in state
and local 19th century history, notably Henry Cox and James Riley. Glenmore has aesthetic values as
a landmark on Mulgoa Road”.36
Glenmore is sited on land originally granted to the family of Assistant Surgeon Edward Luttrell in
1809. During 1815 and 1816 the family sold their grants to their neighbour William Cox, who
conveyed the grants in 1817 to his son George. George in turn conveyed the land to his brother
Henry in 1823. Henry already possessed 563 acres, known as "Mount Henry". In 1825 William Cox
conveyed an 850 acre grant of his own to Henry. Henry's brother George sold him a 640 acre grant
that had been acquired in 1815 from Thomas Hobby. By 1825, therefore, Henry Cox was in
possession of a large estate that encompassed fertile and well-watered land between Mulgoa Creek
and the Nepean River. Convicts were used to clear this holding37.
Glenmore is significant as an example of an early colonial house built around 1825 by Henry Cox
and added to about 1860 for James Riley, first Mayor of Penrith. The homestead, a rendered brick
and stone building, comprises a single storey bungalow with a hipped roof and attic dormer
windows. The front verandah, with finely chiselled sandstone flagging laid on the diagonal and
paired wooden columns with Gothic style bases and capitals, is flanked by a pair of gabled wings
with fretted Gothic style bargeboards. A well is known to exist under the paving. The coursed
sandstone rubble and ashlar coach house and stables are sited to the south-west.
During the 1840s Henry took out two mortgages to tide him over the severe economic depression.
During the latter part of the decade the livestock were moved to his Mudgee property. Glenmore
was sold to Henry's half-brother, Alfred, in 1852. Alfred Cox retained the property for a little over a
year.
Henry Cox was the first of the Cox brothers to sell their Mulgoa holding. The estate was put up for
sale in 1851 and was acquired by Thomas Sutcliffe Mort, the auctioneer and industrialist. The estate
was resold in 1854 to James J. Riley. Riley maintained Glenmore as a profitable farm and it is likely
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that he leased portions to tenant farmers. On Riley’s death in 1881, the estate passed to his four
surviving daughters and widow. In 1904 Glenmore became a select school for young ladies38.
In c.1920 the property was sold and the house has been unsympathetically altered since then but
retains evidence of its original detailing (Fox Associates 1987). Staged subdivision over the 1920s
reduced the land holding associated with the house to its current boundaries by 1929. It is possible
that the earliest use of the site as a golf links commenced in 1927; certainly from 1929 it was almost
in continuous use for that purpose. The development of the property for this purpose was
associated with the growth of the tourist industry. The latter was increasingly attracted to the
Mulgoa Valley because of its growing reputation for scenery and historical associations. The
property is still used as a golf links and club house39.
The existing house and garden remnants at Glenmore are a substantial and rare surviving example
of an early 19th century country residence, adapted for changing uses over time. It demonstrates
the adaptive re-use (as a golf course) of a colonial building and grounds as a tourist attraction. The
remnants of early exotic plantings include some of the finest specimens of their species in New
South Wales of particular note being the Auracarias and kauri pines.

Regentville Ruins and Vineyard Terracing40
The northern edge of the Mulgoa Valley is defined by the site of Sir John Jamison’s Regentville and
the later Glenleigh.

“Regentville (1823-1869) was constructed for Sir John Jamison (1776-1844) physician, landowner and
constitutional reformer who arrived on the First Fleet. Regentville was known as the grandest and
most substantial house in the colony of NSW, and was named in honour of George IV, the former
Prince Regent. Despite its ruinous state Regentville is an important site as the place where Sir John
Jamison chose to have his mansion complex built and where he established a major agricultural
enterprise. The Regentville site is historically significant as a rare example of the site of probably
the first wine estate to use the terraced vineyard technique (c1830); one of the few early wine
estates where the vineyard terraces and, though ruinous, the old winery can still be located. The
vineyards are important as one of the earliest complete wine-producing enterprises planned and
implemented at the time ie. vineyards, large winery/store, access road and circulation system”41.
On the death of his father in 1811, Sir John Jamison inherited several grazing properties including
1000 acres near Penrith. By the 1820s Jamison was 'one of the first Landed Proprietors in the Colony'.
38
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He acquired more land by grant and purchase and extended his estate, where in 1823 he began
construction of Regentville, presumed to be designed by Henry Kitchen42.
Jamison’s primary interest appears to have been to create an agriculturally productive property. He
is credited with having the first terraced vineyard in the colony. Jamison "imported English horses for
breeding, raised cattle and sheep, grew a variety farm crops, fruits and vegetables, and planted a
successful vineyard. He practised crop rotation, manuring, and deep ploughing; used horse-drawn
cultivation implements and imported a steam engine in the 1830s to drive an irrigation pump. He
also constructed a winery, a woollen mill, various cottages, and a dam. In addition, the estate
possessed a windmill, which may have been constructed by his father” 43.
In December 1847 Regentville was described as a 1560 acre estate, 600 acres had been cleared and
stumped and about 150 were under cultivation44. This technique of clearing the land is borne out by
Sir John Jamison’s description of ‘Regentville’: “In the early part of 1825, six hundred acres of forest
timber were felled nearly adjoining my house at Regent-Ville, and remained untouched until
September 1828, when about thirty labourers were employed to grub up the stumps and to burn off
the timber”.
Jamison’s program of clear-felling of timber is substantiated by Baron de Bougainville’s
account of an: “absolute lack of shade... we continue our walk in the direction of a beautiful valley, of
which one part of the land is under exploitation; the rest, denuded of trees, except for the trunks, and
enclosed by fences, serves as pasture for the herds”45.
Regentville enjoyed a reputation as one of the most 'improved' properties in the colony and Jamison
was said to have 'lived like a genial and prosperous English squire'46. As Mundy stated: “The name of
Regentville, is, in the mind of old colonists, associated with the times and practice of unbounded
hospitality and profuse expenditure, such as never again will be seen in New South Wales”47.
Jamison maintained a substantial workforce to run the estate, make cheese, and supply meat and
grain to the Government Stores. Jamison also leased small allotments to tenant farmers48.
By the late 1830s Jamison was probably the richest man in the colony. The drought and depression
of the 1840s and the collapse of the Bank of Australia ruined Jamison. He died in 1844. A few years
later, sometime between 1846 and 1851, Lieutenant-Colonel Mundy noted that Regentville was in a
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state of decay49. Regentville is believed to have remained occupied by the Jamison family during the
1840s.
From the early 1860s, the properties surrounding the nucleus of the Regentville Estate were
subdivided and sold off, including the small tenant farms, steam flour mill and tweed factory near
the river, which were advertised for sale in 1863. However, the ’Hawkestone’ and ’Hayes’ grants and
the Regentville house site remained in family hands.
Between 1860 and 1864 Frederick A Bell leased the property and opened a private asylum for insane
and nervous patients at Regentville. Between 1864-1869 a Penrith farmer, John Shiels leased the
building, with forty acres, and ran it as the Abels Family Hotel. The railway had come to Penrith and
being only a mile and a half away Shiels sought to capitalise on the popularity of the district as a
holiday resort. However in May 1869 a fire broke out and gutted the main part of the house. Only
the main block was gutted, all the outbuildings remained undamaged. When the land was sold in
1879 the stone and the remains of the house were excepted from-the sale. The buildings were
demolished and the stone re-used in a number of buildings in and around Penrith50.
In 1917 the whole estate, which had once led the field in stock breeding, methods of cultivation,
viticulture, as well as being a Mecca for grand scale sporting and social events, now lay dormant. The
land passed through a number of changes of ownership and was used periodically for agriculture
and dairying.
The land on which the Regentville ruins are located was acquired by the State of NSW in 1977 and
is part of the Mulgoa Nature Reserve, managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service, NSW.
The “Knight of Regentville” clear felled all timber to establish his empire. But Nature has had the last
laugh with natural revegetation of endangered Grey Box- Ironbark Cumberland Plain woodland51.

Fairlight house and barn52 (c. 1860s)
One of two remaining substantial Victorian houses within the Mulgoa Valley, Fairlight stands on
three land grants by Governor Macquarie to the Norton family (John, James, Nathaniel) in 182153.
John and James (a barrister in Sydney) took up land in the Kanimbla Valley and Nathaniel remained
in Mulgoa.
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In 1821 Norton built a simple house, slab plastered with clay, whitewashed with a shingled roof
similar to The Cottage. It had two wings, each having two rooms. Rooms were 8ft high, and the
doors 6ft54.
Norton lived a quiet life tending his orchards and vineyards with production of maize, tobacco, wine,
and other farm produce55. At this time Nathaniel Norton was unmarried, and a widowed sister
(Emma) kept home for him. Emma Norton was the wife of John Oxley, a lieutenant in the Royal
Navy, who had been Surveyor-General of the colony since 1st January, 1812, and had made several
expeditions into the interior56)
In 1841, Norton took a wife, Ellen Barber. The union was evidently a happy one, but of short
duration, the husband dying on 17th August, 1851, '' deeply deplored by his disconsolate widow,''
who survived him until 16th October, 1852, when she was laid beside him in the St Thomas Church
graveyard57.
In 186158 and again in 186759 Fairlight estate “containing 2550 acres, with family residence. about
1000 acres improved, including 16 acres of vineyard and orchard, extensive paddocks”, was offered
for auction, by order of the Mortgagee, in the insolvent estate.
In 1876 WA Hellyer occupied Fairlight Estate growing fruit and grapes that were overrun by deer
from Fernhill60. John Blaikie was manager for Mr Hellyer, and during this period huge quantities of
timber for sleepers for the Main Western Line (then under construction) were procured from
Fairlight61.
Hellyer was followed by William Jarrett, a gentleman well known in Sydney business circles during
the last years of the 19th century. When Jarrett took up Fairlight he saw its value for producing wine.
In addition to the old homestead, there was an old stone wine cellar, a post windmill, and a wooden
store for wine in casks, built up against a cutting in the side of a hill. This latter, Jarrett removed, and
in its place a four-storied solid brick building was built. Next to this, and also of brick, was a dairy,
and creamery, with men's quarters and kitchens, and a large room over-head 70ft x 30ft for what
purpose it was used it is difficult to say, iron bars with running hooks from side to side, indicate that
some industry on an extensive scale was carried on62.
The present house (replacing Norton’s cottage) was built by William Jarrett in the late 1860s. Various
people at times managed the property, or, had it on lease, during Jarrett's time: Jarrett's son, John
Fryer, and a Mr Morse. The present comfortable Victorian homestead, which Jarrett had built, was
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occupied by Morse's family, while Jarrett and his wife during a visit occupied a large room adjoining
a kitchen in a brick building at the rear. It was here that Jarrett “was seized with a serious complaint”
and died63.
James Norvill ran the estate for sheep grazing (c.1905-1910)64, but it would appear that MacLean
Bros were operating a dairy at Fairlight in 1904 as a license was granted “as the dairy was in good
order and the yards almost finished”65. Mr Maclean ran a dairy at Fairlight c. 1910-1466.
In 1908 there was a hearing of the suit of Powell and others versus Mary Ann McLean, “in which the
plaintiffs prayed that it might be declared that they were entitled to rescind a contract for the
purchase of 2560 acres of land near Mulgoa, and known as 'Fairlight,' on the ground that there were
no roads of access to it”67.
In March 1909 Mulgoa Council wrote that it did not recognise any road leading from the Mulgoa
road to Fairlight Estate68. In October 1909, a court case was brought by Jane Eliza Norvill of Fairlight
and involving HJ Bell (owner) and RB Baynes (occupier)of Fernhill and Mrs Hewitt of Winbourne for
road access to Fairlight. “His Honor said that, whatever was the meaning of the words 'established by
usage,' the owner of 'Winbourn' had not succeeded in showing that a road through another property,
'Fernhill,' had been established by user. The owner of 'Fairlight,' not having acquired a right by usage
through her neighbour's lands she was entitled to a road of access, and the Court found that the best
one was that through 'Mount Henry' ('Winburn'), and the Court directed that it should follow the
route marked on the map submitted by Mr. Roberts, the representative of the Surveyor-General”69.
In 1914 Captain Watson wrote of Fairlight in the Nepean Times: “The hills and undulating lands—
now covered with stately trees— amongst them ironbark, bloodwood, blackbutt, and others, ….were
in the long ago days, ploughed, sown, and the rich harvest gathered from them. Wander through the
bush and there are the furrows, the long rows of ti-tree, planted as break winds to the orchards, the
old fences, the stone built terraces, the heaps of decaying hardwood stakes, which in the long ago
bore the weight of many a richly clustered vine, the old pear trees, and an odd lemon, and orange
tree heavily loaded, speak out through the timber growth of 50 years of this long ago day when the
''Kindly old naval officer,'' directed the labour of those who left such evidences for present-day people
to ponder”70.
During the First World War the property was owned by AG Witts and in the inter-war by Blessing,
Spargo and then Davies families and used for dairying and fruit production71.
The property was subdivided by John Davies in 1968. It was bought by the present owner in 1979.
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A number of the trees including carob, kurrajong and turpentines may have been part of Jarrett’s
garden.

Glenleigh Estate72
“Glenleigh is significant as the home of prominent merchant James Ewan and his family. The house,
in the Scottish farmhouse vernacular style, displays Ewan's Scottish heritage, as well as his private
nature. The house is significant as a rare example of the domestic work of architect W.W. Wardell,
who was favoured by the Sydney rising middle class of the 1880s. The lavish interior decoration,
probably by the firm of Lyons, Cottier and Co., was for private appreciation. The work of the
decorating company is of state significance in its own right, as one of the most complete and well
preserved examples of the company's work. While in the form of a country villa, 'Glenleigh' is
unusual, being constructed and used as a primary place of residence for the Ewan family”73.
Glenleigh, constructed: 1882-1884, is an important Victorian country house, “Scottish baronial” in
style with elaborately decorated interiors, built on Rev. Robert Cartwright’s 600 acre Hawkestone74
Crown grant, made by Governor Macquarie in 1812. In 1816, Cartwright sold to Sir John Jamison75. In
the early 1860s, the Jamisons had started to sell off the land around the Regentville estate, including
the small tenant farms near the river, which were advertised for sale in 1863.
By 1881, Charles D Smith had acquired several allotments of the 1879 Regentville Estate subdivision.
Smith died only weeks after his purchase, and his property of 99 acres was transferred in 1882 to
Sydney merchant, James Ewan76.
Architect Wardell was, in 1882 completing a new store building for John Frazer and Co. (Ewan’s
Company) and had designed the replacement stables at George H Cox’s Winbourne at Mulgoa in
1881. Wardell was a major colonial architect whose works in Sydney include St Mary’s Cathedral
(1865), and St John’s College at the University of Sydney (1859).
The main house and substantial two-storey stables were completed in 1884. The property remained
in the Ewan Family until 1917 when it was sold to EH Morris and TW Ransley and leased to LG
Browne who established a large ostrich farm77.
Explorative boring for oil by the Industrial Boring Company was carried out at the southern end of
the property in 1919-20 to 2,300 ft. However, before any further exploration could take place, the
property was sold to Colin Smith, the youngest (half) brother of the late Charles D Smith who had
owned and named the property in 1881. Colin Smith continued the agricultural use of Glenleigh and
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kept horses, cattle and poultry. He also established a laboratory at Glenleigh, experimenting in
bacteriology for the Nepean District Hospital as an Honorary Officer78.
In 1940 the property was transferred to Dr Charles Albert Monticone, the chief government
interpreter. While not actively pursuing any farming interests at Glenleigh himself, Dr Monticone
leased parts of his property to market gardeners who were mostly of Italian heritage.
Glenleigh was sold to K & S Layt in 1979 and the house and garden restored. In 1984, Glenleigh was
sold and a nursery established on the property. The property was sold to the current owner in
201679 and remains on its original 1880 acreage.

Luddenham Estate
Wallacia for many decades in the nineteenth century formed part of John Blaxland’s Luddenham
estate of 6710 acres granted in 181380. In 1831, Blaxland was granted a further 777 acres between
the Nepean River and the Warragamba River, which included Grove Farm. Only part of John
Blaxland’s larger grant of 6170 acres is located within the Mulgoa Valley. Here, Blaxland principally
grazed stock but he also built a mill and brewery and developed a vineyard. These activities were
undertaken to the west of the estate in the area of present-day Wallacia.
The following map (O’Sullivan 1977) drawn from the 1859 plan of Surveyor Samuel Jackson shows
the position of the principal house, the brewery, dam, bridge, mill, creek and outhouses and
vineyard.81
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Surveyor Felton Mathew and wife visit Blaxland’s house ‘Luddenham’ and state: “as a house, is
nothing, a mere settler’s habitation, of wood principally and set up with all that neglect of comfort,
convenience and appearance…. but it is most beautifully situated, on the summit of a gentle slope
which rises from the river’s banks : the road runs along this ridge or slope, and from it the view is
more varied and beautiful than any I have seen in the colony: the distant mountains,
the river winding below, its course marked by the luxuriant fringe of Willows and
Mimosa, the cultivated land round Luddenham, and the varied landscape of the valley
of Mulgoa, form altogether a very beautiful picture …”82:
The central section (2233 acres) was bounded on the east by Bringelly Road, west by Nepean River,
north by the Mulgoa estate of George Cox (Winbourne) and south by Greendale Estate. In the
western section 425 acres were cleared for cultivation, vineyard etc. In 1841 the estate had 27
freemen, 13 prisoners, 19 women and 20 children.
By 1827, a public road with a 2-3 rail fence was built through the estate. “The original alignment of
the Wallacia to Luddenham track shows how access to both the farm and to Wallacia has changed
throughout the years. While it is likely that Blaxland's property had an informal track running to the
various farmsteads to the north, the primary link was eastwards towards the Northern Road.
However, as Wallacia became a self-sufficient township, the link to the neighbouring community of
Mulgoa to the north became the dominant road. As such, the route of the original cart track is
evidence of the early years of settlement in the Mulgoa valley”83.
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700 acres on the river area were cleared for grazing and cultivation and the rest was forest.
In 1830 Blaxland was grinding wheat and by 1834 was using a stone built water mill using a dam built
across the river “at the point where the river makes its exit into the Mulgoa Valley and at the mouth
of a high precipitous rocky gorge”. By 1839 there was a flour mill and brewery on Luddenham Estate
which operated 1844-47 before being damaged by floods and business curtailed by outbreaks of rust
in the local wheat crops in the years following the flood84.
In the financial downturn of 1841, John Blaxland was forced to mortgage his estates, and on his
death in 1845, Luddenham estate was taken up by his son Edward. Little could be done to revive the
estate over the troubled 1840s and the Australian Trust Company sold it to Charles Nicholson (18081903) in October 1851. In 1861 George Henry and Archibald Bell Cox bought 800 acres between the
Nepean and Warragamba Rivers after the subdivision of Luddenham Estate85.
At the time of Samuel Jackson’s survey of 1859, 2000 acres of the estate was under cultivation,
which over the following decades was managed by tenant farmers, with the area around present day
Wallacia being managed by Robert George Wallace to graze cattle. Throughout this period, Wallace
would seem to have resided at Blaxland’s original homestead, Luddenham Cottage. Wallace (18421904) was born at Mulgoa the son of the chief constable of the district.
In 1885 the remaining 2,233 acres of the estate were purchased by a syndicate of Sydney land
developers (James Green, Ebenezer Vickery and Richard Watkins) who re-subdivided to form a
patchwork of semi-rural allotments which were settled by dairy farmers and small grazing concerns.
One of the original purchasers of the estate at Wallacia was William Leggo (1837-1920) who within
his land holding of 57 acres erected a six room cottage named The Pines86.

Heritage items in Mulgoa Village
The emergence of Mulgoa and Wallacia Villages in the last half of the nineteenth century is
historically associated with the break-up of the large estates. This is demonstrated in extant street
alignments and cottages and the Catholic church.
Mulgoa Public School (1883) and the park reserve opposite, define the northern edge of Mulgoa
Village. The extant purpose-built Mulgoa School house was completed in 1883, although the
teacher’s residence may not have been occupied until 1890.
The cluster of buildings opposite Winbourne Estate defines the southern extent of the village87
which was planned to be a densely subdivided township. Its historical significance is enhanced by the
avenue of stone pines, once part of the original drive to Winbourne. The buildings in this “Post
Office Precinct” are a weatherboard cottage erected in 1893 as the post office, and a brick building
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which was the Mulgoa Irrigation Office and later police station (from 1902) and rectory88 (1950s to
1960s). They demonstrate the development of a village centre at Mulgoa in the early 1890s with the
commencement of the abortive Mulgoa Irrigation Scheme89. St Mary’s Catholic Church nearby was
commenced in 1892 on land donated by AW Stephen of the Mulgoa Irrigation Company in a valley
which for generations under the Cox and other notable families had been staunchly Protestant. The
building is oriented on the axis of the former carriage drive of Winbourne opposite.

Heritage items in Wallacia Village90
“Wallacia is significant as a rural village that was intensely developed in the inter-war era and retains
a streetscape and riverside recreational reserve that readily imparts this key historic phase.
Underlying this is a handful of buildings which demonstrate the initial phase of village settlement in
the late nineteenth century, and a road network which originated with John Blaxland’s Luddenham
homestead. The village has high scenic values derived from the riverside setting, the backdrop of the
foothills of the Great Dividing Range, and rural land holdings to the east. The extant built
environment predominantly demonstrates inter-war era development which is historically associated
with the theme of leisure”.91.
Blaxland’s homestead ‘Luddenham’ was located at the west of his 6170 acre estate at present-day
Wallacia. A plan of the Luddenham estate prepared around 1859 by surveyor Samuel Jackson shows
the homestead located to the east of Mulgoa Road north of the intersection with Park Road. Park
Road for part of its alignment formed the carriage drive to the house connecting with The Northern
Road to the east. Further west on the south bank of the Nepean River Blaxland built a mill and
brewery. The first stage of this development was completed in 1834 with a weir erected across the
Nepean River which necessitated leasing a portion from the Nortons’ Fairlight to complete the
western side. The homestead to the east was connected by a convict built low-level bridge over the
river known as Blaxland’s Crossing.
The first post office in the area (1885) was known as Wallace or Boondah. The name changed to
Wallacia in 1906, a name which reflects the Wallace association. The school opened in 1897; initially
operating half-time with Silverdale, it became a full time school in 1910 and a purpose built school
on the present site was completed in 192792.
A direct consequence of the drought of 1895 – 1903 was construction of the Cataract Dam. At
Wallacia the Progress Association lobbied for a weir across the Nepean River in 191293 to remedy the
detrimental impact to water flows resulting from the building of Cataract Dam for Sydney’s water
supply. The location of this weir is near Blaxland’s old mill and dam. The weir both improved the
agricultural productivity of farms and provided sufficient water for the homesteads. In pooling the
water it allowed for recreational pursuits of boating, swimming and fishing.
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From about 1910 the Nepean River and surrounding rural lands began to be developed as a tourist
destination popular with day and longer-term visitors from the suburbs of Sydney. The village at this
time supported 20 guesthouses. The Wallacia Hotel which in its design epitomizes the inter-war
country resort, was built in 1937 to cater for this trade. As a residential community developed other
services in the village were established including St. Andrew’s Anglican Church in 1926 (which is the
former Catholic church relocated from Greendale).
Because of the strategic importance of the Warragamaba weir during the Second World War, the
Army requisitioned a number of premises in the village for the duration, including the Wallacia hotel.
The Army also established a radio physics depot at the Wallacia golf club94.
The Inter-War period when Wallacia was a popular tourist destination was an important period for
development in the village. The houses in the Mulgoa Road Conservation Area95 are good examples
of residential development from this period in a cohesive group that make a positive contribution to
the streetscape in the centre of the village.

Natural History
Indigenous Vegetation in Mulgoa in Colonial Times
The relative abundance of shrubs and grasses in colonial times on the Cumberland Plain is now
impossible to determine. Early European clearing of fertile river flats and Cumberland Plain soils
would have obliterated any patterns of plant distribution, as clearing land was to become a national
obsession in the colony for its first one hundred years (Benson and Howell, 199096).
Hyacinthe de Bougainville described the vegetation on his journey in 1825 between Parramatta and
Mulgoa97: “We boarded a carriage sent for us by Sir John Jamison…. We crossed a countryside
entirely covered with tall trees which were well spaced out and formed what the English call Open
Forests. At intervals there were large areas in the process of being cleared; trees that had been felled
were burning, having been cut waist high. The forests could be crossed in all directions with the
greatest of ease; neither shrubs nor bushes cluttered up the areas through logging.”
Benson and Howell (2002)98 state that the available data indicates that the pre–settlement
Cumberland Plain Woodland was dominated by a tree canopy with an open grassy understorey with
some localised shrubby areas. They cited the following: “In 1826 James Atkinson in his authoritative
Account of the state of agriculture & grazing in New South Wales99 wrote, ‘In the county of
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Cumberland, one immense tract of forest land extends, with little interruption, from below Windsor,
on the Hawkesbury, to Appin, a distance of 50 miles; large portions of this are cleared and under
cultivation, and of the remainder that is still in a state of nature, a great part is capable of much
improvement. The whole of this tract, and indeed all the forest in this county, was thick forest land,
covered with very heavy timber, chiefly iron and stringy bark, box, blue and other gums, and
mahogany.’ He had previously noted, ‘It is, however, always to be understood that forest land means
land more or less furnished with timber trees, and invariably covered with grass underneath, and
destitute of underwood.’
Peter Cunningham (1827) also described the country west of Parramatta and Liverpool as "a fine
timbered country, perfectly clear of bush, through which you might, generally speaking, drive a gig in
all directions, without any impediment in the shape of rocks, scrubs, or close forest". This confirmed
earlier accounts by Governor Phillip, who suggested that the trees were "growing at a distance of
some twenty to forty feet from each other, and in general entirely free from brushwood ..." (cited in
Benson and Howell 1990100).
Gammage101 quotes the memory of an early settler: “With the exception of alluvial land, good timber
is very seldom found on good land. The fertile plains in the interior are wholly destitute of
it….(around Sydney) the best forest lands are invariably thinnest of trees; and in general it will be
found that the best lands are least encumbered with timber”. Pascoe102 attributed this to fire
practices used by the Aborigines.
In 1847 Major Mitchell103 wrote: “The omission of the annual periodical burning by natives, of the
grass and young saplings, has already produced in the open forest lands nearest to Sydney, thick
forests of young trees, where, formerly, a man might gallop without impediment, and see whole
miles before him. Kangaroos are no longer to be seen there; the grass is choked by underwood;
neither are there natives to burn the grass, nor is fire longer desirable there amongst the fences of
the settler”.
It may have been possible to gallop a horse through the grassy woodland of the Cumberland Plain to
the west of Sydney because this vegetation type, growing on a shale substrate, contains a lower
density of shrubs than the Sydney sandstone flora. Aboriginal people may have burnt grassy
woodlands such as the Cumberland Plain fairly regularly in patches to attract game and to ease
travel (Benson and Redpath 1997)104.
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The implication of “firestick farming” as proposed by Rhys Jones (1969)105, was that Australian
landscapes were not natural, but cultural and managed by Aboriginal peoples.
Karskens (2019)106 explores the extent to which Gammage’s “1788 landscapes” were cultural
landscapes made by Aboriginal fire by examining the early colonial landscapes along the
Hawkesbury-Nepean River. Karskens claims that the Cumberland Plain Woodland “was much
admired and desired by elite colonial settlers” who called it “forest ground” and cites Elizabeth
Macarthur. Mrs Macarthur in a letter dated 7th March 1791, to her friend Ms. Kingdon wrote: “The
greater part of the country is like an English park, and the trees give it the appearance of a
wilderness or shrubbery, commonly attached to the habitations of people of fortune, filled with a
variety of native plants, placed in a wild irregular manner” 107.
In the early 1850s Colonel Godfrey Mundy, aide-de-camp to Governor Fitzroy singled out 'Fernhill'
(inclusive of Fernhill and The Cottage) for the way in which the Cox family had modified the
landscape by removing or thinning eucalypts and retaining the local Angophoras, which had more of
the appearance of English trees (Mundy,):
“Fernhill, the residence of Mr. Edward Cox, is only a few miles from Penrith. A handsome stone house
overlooks by far the most lovely and extensive landscape — as a home view — I ever met with in
Australia; and its beauty is much enhanced by the taste and success of the proprietor in weeding out
the thinly leafed and unsightly kinds of the gum-tree, and preserving only that species of the
Eucalyptus called the apple-tree, which, with its stout gnarled branches and crisp tufted foliage, is,
when standing alone or in clumps on parkish looking ground, by no means a bad representative of
the English oak. Were it not for the vineyards and wine-houses at Fernhill, a stranger might imagine
himself at the country-house of some substantial English 'squire. Mr. Cox's neighbours north and
south in the beautiful vale of Mulgoa are two of his brothers. The three estates comprise about
11,000 acres, and, all being cleared in the same tasteful manner — not a stump left to deface the
pastures — there is an unity of homelike landscape unlike anything else of the kind I have met with
out of England108”.

Cumberland Plain Woodland
Completion of railway lines to Richmond and Penrith in the 1860s gave impetus to new sawmills,
and extractive industries. From the 1880s to 1960s, as land close to the city increased in value,
traditional uses changed and large estates were fragmented. Some parts of previously cleared land
were used for more intensive agriculture, while on other parts there was intermittent regrowth of
vegetation. From the 1970s, following Sydney's post World War II population boom, suburban
expansion and hobby farming has spread across the Cumberland Plain and pressures on the few
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remaining areas of natural vegetation have escalated once more109, especially in Western Sydney
with the expansion of housing estates, new roads and now the building of Nancy Bird Walton
Airport. One in 10 Australians live on the Cumberland Plain, but we have less public open space per
capita than the CBD. By 2036, the estimated population of Western Parkland City will be 1.5 million,
with 184,500 new dwellings110.
A large percentage of the Cumberland Plain woodlands has been lost or isolated as tiny areas of
remnant woodland. The conservation and management of the region needs to be approached at a
landscape or regional level: linking isolated remnants by corridors, encouraging regeneration to
protect stream catchments, and to increase the size and alter the shape of some remnants, all the
while incorporating the environmental heterogeneity of the landscape111.
In 2000 only 28.4% of the original area covered by Cumberland Plain vegetation communities had
survived since European settlement in 1788 (NPWS, 2000) and about half of this (13.4%) has been
significantly modified by agricultural, rural residential and urban development.

Restoration of native vegetation has gained momentum in the Mulgoa Valley since the late 1900’s
with the gazettal of Mulgoa Nature Reserve in 1991 and the introduction of BioBanking legislation in
2010 and combined with the transition from rural activities (cropping and grazing) to lifestyle land
use which is less intense and not considered primary production (equestrian, small herds ‘hobby’
grazing).
The area of Mulgoa Valley is 5507 ha of which 16% is permanently conserved for biodiversity by
biobanking and reserves. It should be noted that the area conserved exceeds the total native
vegetation canopy (8.8%)112 as large areas of native grassland and some areas of exotic grassland
are incorporated in the BioBank sites (information from Local Land Services 29 April 2020)

Official recognition of Mulgoa Valley as a priority conservation landscape
Mulgoa has been consistently recognised as a priority region for conservation within the broader
bioregion and is one of the seven priority regions for conservation in the Cumberland Plain Recovery
Plan (Priority Conservation Lands)
'Mulgoa priority conservation lands: The Mulgoa lands have a total area of 2,061 ha and are located
around the suburbs of Mulgoa and Orchard Hills. The remnant vegetation on these lands consists
mainly of Cumberland Plain Woodlands with significant areas of Shale Sandstone Transition Forest

109

Benson DH, Howell J. (1990). Sydney’s vegetation 1788–1988: utilization, degradation and rehabilitation. In
Proceedings of the Ecological Society of Australia 16, No. 1, pp. 115-27.
110

https://theurbandeveloper.com/articles/western-sydney-aerotropolis-everything-you-need-to-know
Urban Bushland Biodiversity Program 1997, Stage 1 Western Sydney. Native Fauna of Western Sydney.
112
Cumberland Plain report 2018 https://greatersydneylandcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/GSLNCCN-State-of-the-Cumberland-2018-GSLN.pdf
111

26

and River-flat Eucalypt Forest also present' 113 Similarly the Mulgoa Valley is a priority biodiversity
'core area' under the NSW Biodiversity Investment Opportunity map (BIO Map)114
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b. THE PLACE HAS A STRONG OR SPECIAL ASSOCIATION WITH A PERSON, OR GROUP
OF PERSONS, OF IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL OR NATURAL HISTORY OF NEW SOUTH
WALES' HISTORY.
The Mulgoa Valley has significant historic associations to the Aboriginal (Darug) people who lived
in the area before and during European settlement and dispossession. Kohen (I986 in McDonald
1992) estimated that 500 to 1000 people occupied the western Cumberland Plain at the time of
European settlement115.
European records of Aboriginal association with the Mulgoa Valley include:
o
o
o

o

o

o

o

An open site between Mulgoa Creek and the Nepean River, which yielded heavily patinated
artefacts dated to 3-12 ka (McDonald 1995; cf. Craib et al. 1999116).
Bowers (1911)117 noted many Kuringal ceremonies (making boys into men by knocking out
the tooth) took place in sight of St Thomas Church.
Lambert (1890)118 wrote of her memories of Glenmore: “Sometimes we left Glenmore for
walks in the neighbourhood. One was an especial favourite – a deserted burial place of an
aboriginal tribe on the banks of a creek. It was a very picturesque spot, thickly wooded, with
groups of trees with rude carvings on their trunks. I was informed that they left their dead
above ground, wrapped in rude hammocks slung between trees, always siting places near
rivers or creeks”.
The period 1814-16 was one of drought in New South Wales, causing Aboriginal peoples of
areas close to new settlements to seek sustenance from the settlers’ crops, stock, and
waterholes and resulting in conflict, especially between whites and Gandangara warriors
forced from their lands in the Blue Mountains119.
Kohen120 claims that “the estate of William Cox” was the main site where the Mulgoa clan of
the Darug people gathered. Bowers (1911121) noted that as many as 200 Aborigines were
seen together at The Cottage in the early days of the district. In 1826: ‘The tribe of Mulgoa
reaped upwards of thirty acres of wheat within fourteen days’122.
Cox assembled a team of thirty convicts and eight guards to build the road across the Blue
Mountains. About a month after they had started, two of the Richmond Aborigines came
along (8 August 1814) and did a bit of hunting for them, followed (27 August 1814) by ‘Coley’
(Colebee) from the Darug Tribe and the Boorooerongal Clan and Joe from the Mulgoa
Clan123.
December 11, 1818: Sir John Jamison despatched Thomas Jones “under the guidance of
three trustworthy Aborigines…viz. Gilderoy alias Bob, Millott alias Joe, Nagga alias Jack”, to
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o

o

o

o

travel from Regentville over the Blue Mountains to the head of the Cox River and then down
it to the Warragamba River, a feat they completed in 11 days124.
The Darug remained in areas minimally affected by Europeans, including Emu Plains, the
Mulgoa Valley and the western side of the Nepean River, and continued to live on some
traditional camp sites until the 1840's (Kohen, 1986)125.
The Church Missionary Society Home for Half-Castes at Mulgoa126 was established in 1942. It
housed 25 Aboriginal children who had been evacuated under military orders by the
Commonwealth Department of Native Affairs. The children at Mulgoa had been evacuated
from Croker Island and Groote Eylandt (Emerald River), as well as from Queensland, South
Australia and far western New South Wales. They were aged 1 to 14 and some were
accompanied by their mothers. The Church Missionary Society Home for Half-Castes closed
around 1947127.
Aboriginal artefacts have been found at various sites in the Valley including along Mulgoa
Creek, at Fernhill and at Winbourne and along the escarpment in the Blue Mountains
National Park on the track between the Rock and Riley’s Lookouts.
“Bents Basin Conservation Area is the traditional land of the Gundungurra, Dharawal and
Darug people. Also known as Gulguer (meaning whirlpool or spinning), Bents Basin is
associated with an awful aquatic creature called Gurundgadge or Gurangaty. This creature is
prominent in the area’s ancestral stories. Archaeological finds suggest the area was also a
prominent trading place. Bent’s Basin and the adjacent Gulguer Nature Reserve protect a
variety of Aboriginal Rock art and artefacts”128

The Mulgoa Valley has strong historical significance at a State level through its strong associations
with former colonial estates including Wallacia (Luddenham), and consequently with several
generations of the Cox family, with Sir John Jamison and John Blaxland all of whom were
important in the development of agricultural and pastoral industries in the colony of NSW and
with public life in the Colony.
William Cox, the patriarch, built the Cottage in 1811 on his infant son Edward’s land grant of 1810.
William cut the track over the Blue Mountains during 1814 and 1815, providing opportunity for
expansion of the Colony which changed the whole dynamic of the Penrith area including the Mulgoa
Valley, as the Cox family and others expanded their Mulgoa holdings to west of the Blue Mountains.
William obtained land grants in the Mulgoa Valley totalling 2730 acres between 1816-1821129.
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Edward Cox: Ten acres of land were donated by Edward Cox for St Thomas Church. Edward Cox
returned to England in the early 1820s to complete his education and while there studied wool
processing at the Yorkshire mill town of Rawdon near Bradford, Lancashire130. Rawdon had a
longstanding association with the development of Australia’s wool trade. On his return to the
Mulgoa Valley in 1825, Edward commenced sheep farming in 1827 by purchasing the best sheep he
could obtain in the colony. The pure Saxon flock remained at Fernhills until the pasture became too
limited at 500 and they were sent to Rawdon at Mudgee. The Australian Town and Country
Journal131 gives a detailed description of the breeding system used by Edward Cox.
In 1842 Edward Cox began building the sandstone house Fernhill. It was planned on a large and
sophisticated scale in the Greek Revival style, by colonial architect Mortimer Lewis. The house was
completed in 1843 and Edward and Jane Cox took up residence. The recession of the 1840s is said to
be the reason for its unfinished (one storey) state (Stapleton, for Dept. of Planning, 1983).
Edward also bred cattle: “…in many pedigrees run out by present pure herd masters, the foundations
are found to spring from cows bred by …Edward Cox of Mulgoa…who had acquired a great name for
the purity and excellence of his stock.”132.
In 1852 Edward King Cox (Edward’s son) went to Europe to study sheep breeding, which included
inspection of the principal merino flocks in England and the Continent. On return to NSW in 1855, EK
Cox took control of his father’s sheep stations and subsequently won world renown as the “great
improver of the Australian Merino”133. Among many international awards that Cox won for fine
wool, was the Grand Prize at the Exposition Universelle in Paris in 1878134.
EK Cox, owner of Fernhill, was also a cattle breeder and “has gone to considerable expense to
improve his herd by the importation of high priced animals from England and is a successful exhibitor
and judicious selector of Durhams”135. In an article on beef shorthorns136, Hon. E K. Cox, of Mulgoa,
was referred to as one of the early breeders of high class Shorthorns in NSW.
In 1868 EK Cox brought together at Fernhill, his stud Shorthorn cattle and thoroughbred horses137.
The Cox horse stud was on The Cottage land where presumably the horses were trained. EK Cox was
widely known as the “King of thoroughbred breeders” (Binney 138). Cox’s foundation thoroughbred
stallion was Yattendon139 that won the first Sydney AJC Cup in 1866. In 1871 Cox sailed to England to
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purchase more thoroughbred mares and another sire, Lord of Linne (gored to death in 1879 by a
stag which had broken loose from Cox’s deer herd140141).
“Yattendon won the blue ribbon for the best thoroughbred at the first Royal Agricultural Society
Show in 1869. Judging was on the basis of the best sire present calculated to perpetuate the breed of
sound and thoroughbred horses. Indeed, Yattendon was never beaten in the ring, his final
appearance coming in 1874142”. Yattendon is commemorated in at least two poems by AB
Paterson143.
Yattendon’s famous sons Grand Flaneur144 and Chester145, were bred at Fernhill Stud. Grand Flaneur
won nine successive races, including the AJC Derby, the Victoria Derby and the Melbourne Cup,
before he retired undefeated146. Chester147,was a Victorian Derby winner.
In 1873, EK Cox, with John Agar Scarr, was joint editor of Volume 3 of The Stud Book of New South
Wales. EK Cox was a Member of the NSW Legislative Council from 1874 to 1883148.
Sir John Jamison, the “Knight of Regentville” was not only a landowner and agriculturist, but a
naturalist and constitutional reformer. Sir John was 'Australia's first titled settler’. He became one
of the leading figures in the public life of the young colony and, might well have filled a more
important role if he had not alienated a number of the politically powerful. He served as a member
of the Legislative Council from 1837-43149, was President of the Australian Patriotic Association, a
member of the committee of management for the Australian Museum and the Botanic Gardens150,
and President of the Council of Sydney College..151. In 1817 Jamison was one of the founders of the
Bank of New South Wales.152 He also took a keen interest in the turf and was a founder and
president of the old Sydney Turf Club in 1825-27 and of its successor, the Australian Racing and
Jockey Club formed in 1828. He was patron of the Hawkesbury Racing Club in 1829 and had his own
racecourse at Penrith where in 1824, one of the largest race meetings of early times was held153.

140

Binney KR Horsemen of the First Frontier (1788-1900) and the Serpent's Legacy
Cumberland Mercury (Parramatta, NSW : 1875 - 1895), Saturday 10 May 1879, p. 8.
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article248616744
142
http://kingsoftheturf.com/1864-the-story-of-yattendon/
143
AB Paterson poems:‘Old Pardon, the Son of Reprieve’ and ‘Sydney Cup, 1899 - An Outside Trip’
144
https://www.progroupracing.com.au/horse-racing-articles/race-horses/grand-flaneur-champion-racehorse
145
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Chester.html
146
Farmer and Settler (Sydney, NSW:1906-1955), Friday 7 January 1955, p. 13 (3)
147
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Chester.html;
http://thehorsesoftheyears.blogspot.com/2014/11/chester.html
148
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/members/Pages/profiles/cox_edward-king.aspx
149
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/members/pages/member-details.aspx?pk=216
150
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/jamison-sir-john-2268
151
Connah G. (1986). Historical Reality: Archaeological Reality. Excavations at Regentville, Penrith, New South
Wales, 1985. The Australian Journal of Historical Archaeology 1:29-42.
152
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/members/pages/member-details.aspx?pk=216
153
SPORTING. THE TURF. Stories of the First Half Century. Old Horses and Old Courses. (1 May
1903) Old times., v.1, no.2, 1903-05-01
141

31

“The Knight” was a keen zoologist who sent notes and specimens to the Linnaean Society of London,
employed a collector of specimens and “kept an open house for scientists at Regentville154. The
course of the Warragamba River had never been traced until 1818 when Sir John Jamison and two
friends undertook and accomplished the task155. In 1818, Sir John despatched his “collector of
natural productions” and three Aboriginals up the Blue Mountains to the head of the Cox River at
the Vale of Clwyd with instructions to follow the river down to its junction with the Warragamba156.
“Jamison was an enlightened agriculturalist, who cleared land, laid out a park around his house, put
up fences, improved pastures, imported English horses for breeding, raised cattle and sheep, grew a
variety of crops. fruits and vegetables and planted a successful vineyard. He practised crop rotation,
manuring, and deep ploughing; used horse-drawn cultivation implements and imported a steam
engine in the 1830s to drive an irrigation pump. He also constructed a winery, a woollen mill, various
cottages and a dam”157.
He was prominent in organizations which aimed at the betterment of agriculture and the protection
of the grazing interest, being a founder in 1822 and president for many years of the Agricultural and
Horticultural Society of New South Wales, and founder and first president of the Northern Districts
Stock-owners' Association in 1837. His annual presidential addresses to the Agricultural Society took
the form of detailed accounts and criticisms of the state of the primary industries and manufactures.
In 1830 the London Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce awarded
him a gold medal 'for his successful method of extirpating the stumps of trees'158, a process outlined
in his address to the Agricultural Society in 1829159.
The Norton Family was prominent in the life of the Colony. While Nathaniel led a quiet life at
Mulgoa, cared for at one stage by his widowed sister Emma, who had been married to John Oxley
RN (Surveyor-General of the colony since 1st January, 1812 and explorer). Brother James was a
prominent Sydney barrister160.
John Blaxland (1769-1845) and his brother Gregory had come to the colony as free settlers in 1807
seeking to make money in pastoral and agricultural enterprises. In 1813, Governor Macquarie
granted 6710 acres to John Blaxland; this area was bounded on the west by the Nepean and on the
east, by western branch of South Creek. The British Government wished to encourage the
immigration of free settlers into the colony, and when John Blaxland promised to outlay at least
£6000 he was granted, by Lord Castlereagh, 8000 acres of land, the use of 80 convicts for 18 months,
at Government expense, and free passage and freight for his family and goods. Governor Macquarie
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was ordered to grant him concessions as originally agreed, but he objected to doing this because
cattle-rearing, which the Blaxlands carried on, was less beneficial to the colony than wheat growing.
Macquarie failed to appreciate that within the spate of 2 -3 years John and his brother Gregory had
put 8,396 lbs. of fresh meat into the Government Stores. In 1824 John tendered 40,000 lbs. fresh
meat to Parramatta. John brought his cattle from his Luddenham Estate to Newington for slaughter
in his abattoirs and converted into corned meat161. In reciting his contributions to the improvement
of the Colony, John claimed he reduced the price of cattle and meat, occasioned a regular supply of
milk and butter and supplied the market with vegetables and perfected the use of salt for curing
meat162.
John Blaxland also disagreed with Governor Brisbane and did not gain all his original concessions
until the time of Governor Darling163. By 1840, several additional purchases of land brought the
estate to 9885 acres. One of these purchases was a pocket of 800 acres formed by the confluence of
the Nepean and Warragamba Rivers allotted to Blaxland in 1825 by Governor Brisbane. and finally
paid for and the deed granted in 1831. On this land, on the banks of the Nepean, John and his son
Edward built a dam, flour mill and brewery complex164.
In 1824 John was awarded a prize for the best team of bullocks. In 1836 he exported 36 bales of
wool. Gov. Darling nominated John Blaxland to the Legislative Council, where he sat from 1829, until
it was dissolved in1843. John vigorously opposed any matter that he considered detrimental to the
colony thus earning himself the title of “Protector of the Public Purse”165.
The account of the association of the Wallace family with Wallacia shows that shortly after the
arrival in Australia of Robert and Henrietta Wallace in 1840, they were employed by Blaxland.
Robert Wallace took charge of the local school, while also farming land at Pemberton. Robert
Wallace then left teaching to take up farming as a full-time pursuit. When Robert died in 1867
Henrietta returned to Blaxland's cottage, and with her daughter took over the running of the post
office, until Henrietta passed away in 1895.
The Wallace's house became an unofficial receiving depot for any mail needing collection in the
district from around the mid-1880s. Records in the Nepean Times show that "a receiving office has
been established at Riveview [sic] near Luddenham (Wallace's)" which in 1882, was being run by
postmistress "Miss Wallace" - presumably one of Henrietta's daughters, Ann Wallace or Caroline
Wallace. "Riverview" which served as the post office, appears to be an alternate name for
Luddenham Cottage.
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The fledgling township grew around the post office, which in 1889 was listed as being under the
charge of "Mr Wallace", presumably Robert George, when the building was used for voting in the
elections of the same year.
Robert George Wallace was a well-known individual in the area, serving as the Returning Officer for
the first municipal election at Mulgoa, standing for the role of Alderman in the 1890 elections, being
elected an Alderman in 1895 and the Mayor of Mulgoa between 1896 and 1898, and again in 1903
until ill health forced his resignation. Robert George Wallace's profession was a butcher.
By the start of the 19th century, the Wallace family were acknowledged as being the oldest
continuous residents of the district, and the role of the Wallace's house as a post office and meeting
place had meant that locals came to refer to the surrounding district simply as "Wallace". However,
when the General Post Office in Sydney requested that a name be conferred upon the new town,
Robert George Wallace initially submitted "Riverview". As this name was already taken, the
Postmaster General decided to gazette the already common name of area and proclaimed it
"Wallace".
Robert George Wallace died in April 1904 and shortly afterwards, the General Post Office realised
that it had been incorrect to gazette the township as Wallace, which was too similar to that of
Wallace Town, near Wagga Wagga, which had been gazetted first. A campaign was led by Penrith
postmaster John Fowler to notify the General Post Office that, if the name of the village was to be
changed, it should only be to a name which honoured the ties to the Wallace family. Their request
was ignored and in November 1905 the residents were informed that their town was to be known as
Boondah. The new name was approved by the Mayor of Mulgoa although locals were vocal in their
complaints and eventually the General Post Office agreed to the gazettal of the new name of
Wallacia166.
The running of the post office passed from the Wallace family to the Fowlers, starting with John,
who had led the call for creating the name 'Wallacia'. The Fowler family retained ownership of the
post office for over 100 years and through three generations, finally stepping down from the role in
2015.
Mr JJ Riley of Glenmore was Mayor of Penrith in 1871, the year in which Penrith Municipality was
incorporated167.
Rev. Thomas Makinson, the second incumbent of St Thomas Church, founded the St Thomas
Boarding School and built some of the early church furniture and coloured the glass for the first east
window. But at the end of his time at Mulgoa Makinson had reached a crisis of conscience and
shortly after made the decision to change his allegiance to Roman Catholicism, one of two Sydney
clergymen to leave the Church of England as a result of the Oxford Movement168.
Mortimer William Lewis (1796 –1879) was an English-born architect, who became Colonial Architect
in the colony of NSW from 1835 to 1849. Lewis was responsible for designing and overseeing many
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heritage listed buildings including Fernhill169, “a fine example of Greek Revival architecture,
exceptionally well crafted”.
WW Wardell was a major colonial architect whose works in Sydney include St Mary’s Cathedral
(1865), and St John’s College at the University of Sydney (1859). In 1882 he was completing a new
store building for John Frazer and Co. ( Company of Ewan who owned Glenleigh) and had designed
the replacement stables at George H Cox’s Winbourne at Mulgoa in 1881, when he was
commissioned to design Glenleigh170.
Conrad Martens was inspired by the landscape of the Mulgoa Valley to sketch the following:
• the Regentville mansion looking across the Nepean River towards the Blue Mountains (dated
20 October 1835171),
• the Regentville mansion, seen from across the river, with the early windmill (dated 21 May
1835)172
• sketch and watercolour the terraces of vines at Regentville
• Mulgoa Valley, 8th December 1835, looking west along Kingshill Road with The Cottage,
centre middle ground. A copy of this drawing, by Rebecca Martens, is in an album of her
drawings in the Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales173.
• Gibraltar Rock, Nepean River, July 13 1838. The sandstone outcrop that Martens knew as
Gibraltar Rock is now known simply as The Rock or The Rock Lookout174.
• Nortons Basin – 2 sketches July and October 1835175 ; painting (1862)
• Bents Basin Nepean River July 3/1835 176
A lithograph of Norton’s Basin and two of the confluence of the Nepean and Warragamba Rivers177
were produced after Edmond La Touanne (artist) and French explorer Hyacinthe de Bougainville
travelled up the Nepean and Warragamba Rivers on 8 August 1825.
Hardy Wilson wrote of the finest Australian examples of late Georgian architecture (in which he
included Fernhill) that “this early architecture is the heritage of Australia. This heritage will be wellnigh lost unless a desire to preserve it becomes widespread”178. Hardy Wilson’s Mulgoa drawings
included St Thomas Church, the gate lodge at Winbourne, and Fernhill.
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c. THE PLACE IS IMPORTANT IN DEMONSTRATING AESTHETIC CHARACTERISTICS
AND/OR A HIGH DEGREE OF CREATIVE OR TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENT IN NEW SOUTH
WALES.
Aesthetic Characteristics
Mulgoa Valley has natural heritage significance since it includes the eastern section of Blue
Mountains National Park (including the Rock and Riley’s Lookouts), Mulgoa Nature Reserve, Norton’s
Basin, Wallaroo and Wombat Cumberland Land Conservancy properties and Cox Cottage
Conservancy and the Nepean River at Wallacia.
The Nepean River exhibits great diversity in its course between Wallacia and Penrith with a flood
plain at Wallacia and steep gorges after the confluence with the Warragamba River. The river initially
encouraged European settlement and has for many generations provided a place for recreation and
artistic pursuits. This diversity of riverscapes is rare within metropolitan Sydney.
The draft Scenic and Cultural Landscapes Study (2019) in Table 5-2: Penrith's Significant Scenic &
Cultural Landscapes, notes the following important characteristics which should be protected and/or
enhanced:
“Mulgoa Valley:
• The winding and treed Mulgoa Road
• The attractive villages of Wallacia and Mulgoa, particularly their heritage buildings
• A high number of heritage rural properties (including Glenmore and Fernhill estates) and any
views from Mulgoa Road
• The surrounding mostly intact rural setting with a high level of vegetation
• The visual separation of Wallacia and Mulgoa that is enhanced through a change in
landform and the intervening rural landscape.
Mulgoa:
• The many heritage buildings and properties throughout the village
• The strong and almost intact triangular landscape formed by Fernhill, Saint Thomas’ Church
and Cox Cottage is considered quite unique and of state heritage significance.
• The meandering, narrow nature of Mulgoa Road, flanked in many parts by mature trees is
also a crucial part of its character.
Wallacia:
• The village of Wallacia is also important for its heritage values and many heritage buildings
and properties, including the dominant and well-recognised Wallacia Hotel. The village is in a
pleasant rural setting at the base of the mountains, with the Nepean River situated within
the gorge to the west. There are also dense corridors of native vegetation to its west and
east which have served to limit the village’s expansion and create a unique setting”.
The draft Scenic and Cultural Landscapes Study (2019) Statement of Significance for the Mulgoa
Valley assesses the landscape as “Regional or higher”.

Blue Mountains National Park (including the Rock and Riley’s Lookouts)
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The eastern (Mulgoa) section of the Blue Mountains National Park encompasses 1000 ha at the edge
of the Hawkesbury sandstone plateau with steep cliffs to the Nepean River. Its plant communities
are Sydney Sandstone Ridgetop Woodland and Sydney Sandstone Gully Forest179.
The Rock or Table Rock Lookout was originally called Gibraltar Rock (Conrad Martens sketch 1838).
“The Lookout is part of the Nepean Gorge and is significance for once being a part of the Fairlight
Estate. The lookout is significant as it shares Mulgoa's historic past and also has evidence of
Aboriginal occupation pre-dating European settlement by several thousand years. The Lookout has
high aesthetic significance as it is associated with the Nepean Gorge area which has a diversity of
plants and animals and provides spectacular views over the Nepean River. Annexed by a former
owner of Fairlight, 'The Rock' and the adjoining Nepean River Gorge, were reserved as a gift to the
people of Mulgoa in the early 1900's. In 1978, this area became an important addition to Blue
Mountains National Park.”180.
Mulgoa Nature Reserve181 is of local, regional, state and national significance. Found within the
reserve are significant native plant and animal associations that are characteristic of the Cumberland
Plain, as well as rare geological formations that demonstrate the region’s geologic evolution, and
archaeological remains of Sir John Jamison’s “Regentville” that document the non-indigenous
settlement of the region from the early 1800s to the present. This rich combination of conservation
values at a single location provides the community with excellent learning and research
opportunities.
Mulgoa and St Thomas Roads
Penrith City Council’s DCP 2014 states that: “An important part of the Mulgoa Valley Precinct and
appreciating its landscape is the drive along Mulgoa Road. Roadside vegetation, hills, gullies, bends
and the changing views of heritage items and the landscape are the main attributes”.
The original alignment of Mulgoa Road around St Thomas’ Anglican Church, now known as St
Thomas Road182, was integral to the development of the Mulgoa Valley as one of New South Wales
richest farming districts in the early nineteenth century. Now it is significant for its strong historical
relationship to St Thomas’ Anglican Church. The road itself retains much of the colonial character,
meandering around the hillside with views over rural land interspersed with regenerated patches of
natural vegetation. Such landscapes combining a colonial church precinct, roadway, rural lands and
natural vegetation without substantial intrusion of modern development are now rare in the
Sydney region.
Mulgoa Creek
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Mulgoa Creek is thought to have been an ancestral course of the Nepean River (Hawkesbury Nepean
Valley Report. Department of Environment and Planning 1983183). The riparian corridor along
Mulgoa Creek contains an endangered ecological community: River-Flat Eucalypt Forest on Coastal
Floodplains of the New South Wales North Coast, Sydney Basin and South East Corner Bioregions,
and is listed under the New South Wales Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995184. The
woodland along Mulgoa Creek forms part of the wildlife corridor formed by Mulgoa Nature Reserve,
Wallaroo Conservancy and Fernhill biobanking sites.
Bent’s Basin is a protected nature reserve and state park near Wallacia. The lake basin, which
formed at the efflux of the Nepean River from the Hawkesbury Sandstone gorge, is a popular
swimming hole with a camping area and an education centre used by local school groups.
“Bents Basin Conservation Area is the traditional land of the Gundungurra, Dharawal and Darug
people. Also known as Gulguer (meaning whirlpool or spinning), Bents Basin is associated with an
awful aquatic creature called Gurundgadge or Gurangaty. This creature is prominent in the area’s
ancestral stories. Archaeological finds suggest the area was also a prominent trading place. Bent’s
Basin and the adjacent Gulguer Nature Reserve protect a variety of Aboriginal Rock art and
artefacts”185
Discovered in 1804 by the botanist George Caley, who named it 'Dovedale', the site was originally a
small natural basin formed in an erosion basin banked by sandstone outcrops, considerably enlarged
with a large earth fill dam constructed by the Army's 17th Construction Squadron in 1987–88.
A prominent inn was located within the park and is listed on the NSW State Heritage Inventory. The
inn was built in the 1860s and the site is of local importance, as it gives details of western Sydney's
history, early road networks and the rise and fall of rural communities in the region. Destroyed in the
1950s, the inn's location is marked by a pepper tree (Schinus areira). The Basin was reserved as State
Recreation Area in 1994.
Blaxland’s Crossing, Nepean River
Blaxland’s Crossing is named after the river ford at Wallacia that John Blaxland regularly used when
crossing the Nepean River to reach his property on the western bank, where his cattle grazed on the
fertile river flats. The original crossing is now concealed under the line of a bridge first built in
1859186.

Technical
“NSW was largely a closed economy for the first 30 odd years of settlement. Isolated from external
markets for its produce, the farming community subsisted on the beneficence of government and on
the prices fixed by government for the entry of grain and meat into its stores depended its prosperity.
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Outside the market provided by government there was a public market but its demand and prices
were capricious187”.
“The issue that faced the colonists in 1821, or at least those who could see it, was the fundamental
necessity for improvement of quality in the wool, since upon this depended the price to be paid. Only
by relating this to overhead expenses could a market in England be built up and the anticipations of
the Commissioner (Bigge) be realized that “the future of the Colony may fairly be presumed to be
that of pasture rather than tillage and that the purchase of land will be made with a view to the
maintenance of large flocks of fine-woolled sheep…”188
It was the Cox family, with Sir John Jamison in the Mulgoa Valley and John Macarthur and others
who recognised the need for improvements in wool quality to meet export demands.
In 1797, 26 Spanish merinos (said to be the progeny of ewes and rams presented by the King of
Spain to the Dutch Government189) were purchased by Captain Henry Waterhouse at the Cape of
Good Hope. Waterhouse “on .. quitting the colony (in 1810) sold the flock to Mr. Cox, the paymaster,
with the exception of a few to Captain Macarthur”190. This was the commencement of the merino
wool industry in Australia.
Cox took his Waterhouse merinos firstly to Canterbury and then to son George at “Littlefields” at
Mulgoa. George “took to breeding sheep as the primal industry” and purchased some Rambouillet
merino ewes from Sir John Jamison of Regentville “and so laid the foundation stone of that
magnificent breed of sheep which have rendered the name of Cox famous all the world over191”.
Edward Cox commenced sheep farming in 1827 by purchasing the best sheep he could obtain in the
colony and employing a detailed breeding system l192 .
In his Report to the Agricultural and Horticultural Society NSW (1828), the forward thinking Sir John
Jamison wrote: “If this quality increases in the descendants of the fine Saxon blood, ….I am of the
opinion that it will give rise to a new character of wool infinitely superior to the present Electoral
wool which must naturally tend to create a new branch of manufacture, the raw material of which
must be exclusively derived from this colony.”
In 1852 Edward King Cox went to Europe to study sheep breeding, and in 1855, EK Cox took control
of his father’s sheep stations and subsequently won world renown as the “great improver of the
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Australian Merino”193 and among many international awards for fine wool, was the Grand Prize at
the Exposition Universelle in Paris in 1878194.
In the Report of the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of NSW (1830), Sir John Jamison as
president reported that “the Coxs clipped their flocks without washing and after carting it across the
mountains had the fleeces regularly broken up and sorted with great advantage for the English
market” where it “brought more than double the price for which wool of the same quality sold for
which had been washed on the sheep before shearing in the usual way”. Jamison then explains the
Cox method of scouring the wool195.
Jamison’s primary interest appears to have been to create an agriculturally productive property.
Jamison established an experimental garden at Regentville and his use of imported crops and
grasses, tobacco production and vines were a form of acclimatisation society196. He won a gold
medal from the London Society for a method of removing tree stumps197!
George H. Cox developed an irrigation scheme for his Winbourne estate in 1889 with the
construction of a reservoir of 757,000 litres capacity to irrigate an area of about 400 ha. This was a
prelude to a far more ambitious Mulgoa Irrigation Scheme promoted by George Chaffey, (the
Californian irrigator who had successfully completed the irrigation scheme at Mildura), and Henry
Gorman of Gorman and Hardie, estate agent and property speculator, and Arthur Winbourne
Stephen of Mulgoa. The private parliamentary authorising act for the irrigation scheme, the Mulgoa
Irrigation Act, was passed in December 1890 which permitted the promoters to acquire land, erect
plant and use and distribute water through to South Creek as far north as St. Marys. The promoters
of the scheme planned to pump water from the Nepean River to Mulgoa where a 4,000,000 gallon
reservoir (extant) was constructed. From this storage point the Mulgoa Irrigation Scheme was to
move and distribute water through the landscape by a gravity fed system of canals with a low
gradient.
Surviving earthworks in the Mulgoa Valley are part of the 12 mile contour canal designed to run
from Mulgoa as far as St Mary’s. An area of 18,610 acres was proposed to be acquired and
subdivided into orchard and township lots. The scheme collapsed because of the banking crisis of
the early 1890s198.
“The Mulgoa Irrigation Scheme is important in the course and pattern of New South Wales and the
Mulgoa/Orchard Hills districts because of its place as an attempt to irrigate pastoral lands and
allow farming of areas which were otherwise unsuitable for agriculture. The scheme contains
important engineering elements that provide an understanding of hydrological systems, including
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movement of water upslope to a reservoir and distribution through a planned distribution
network”199.
Houision (1935) claims that “There is no doubt that NSW and indeed Australia owes a great deal to
John and Gregory Blaxland. John was the real founder of the cattle industry, which he endeavoured
to place on a sound footing. He also pioneered the salt meat trade.”200.
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d. THE PLACE HAS A STRONG OR SPECIAL ASSOCIATION WITH A PARTICULAR
COMMUNITY OR CULTURAL GROUP IN NEW SOUTH WALES FOR SOCIAL, CULTURAL
OR SPIRITUAL REASONS.
Cox's Cottage, Fernhill, Glenmore, St Thomas Church , Fairlight and Glenleigh are of social
significance at a State level for the esteem in which they are held by heritage organisations and
other community groups including the Australian Garden History Society and National Trust of
Australia (NSW), Australiana Society, local historical societies, as well as the locally based Friends of
Fernhill and Mulgoa Valley Inc., Mulgoa Progress Association Inc., Wallacia Progress Association Inc.,
and Mulgoa Valley Landcare Group Inc.
The Australiana Society Committee have advised of the Society’s support for FFMV endeavours and
look forward to a continuing and constructive partnership.

Attributes of the Mulgoa Valley have been recognised by the following:
•

•

•

The Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA) NSW Landscape Heritage Report
(2018) identified cultural landscapes and landscape conservation areas, which should be
nominated for listing on the State Heritage Register. Included in the list are the Mulgoa
Valley (rural), Mulgoa Valley (estates), Cumberland Plain (threatened places) and Fernhill
(Significant Landscape Design).
From the September E-news of the Historic Houses Association: “Mulgoa Valley’s
exceptionally rich landscape of scenic vegetation and cultural (Aboriginal and European)
historical features is unique in the Sydney region. It is under threat from the relentless
expansion of greater Sydney”.
Fernhill Estate and The Mulgoa Valley are now on the Australian Garden History Society
Landscapes at Risk: Watch and Action List.

From the September E-news of the Historic Houses Association: “Mulgoa Valley’s exceptionally rich
landscape of scenic vegetation and cultural (Aboriginal and European) historical features is unique in
the Sydney region. It is under threat from the relentless expansion of greater Sydney”.
Documented Aboriginal Archaeological Sites in Mulgoa Valley
Mulgoa takes its name from the traditional owners of the Mulgoa Valley who were the Mulgowie
people, or "Mulgoa tribe" of the Dharug people. Mulgoie is believed to mean black swan (frequently
seen on dams in the Mulgoa Valley).
The Mulgoa Valley has various known sites of Aboriginal importance which should be recognised and
preserved:
o An open site between Mulgoa Creek and the Nepean River, yielded heavily patinated
artefacts dated to 3-12 ka (McDonald 1995; cf. Craib et al. 1999201).
o Lambert (1890)202 wrote of her memories of Glenmore: “Sometimes we left Glenmore for
walks in the neighbourhood. One was an especial favourite – a deserted burial place of an
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aboriginal tribe on the banks of a creek. It was a very picturesque spot, thickly wooded, with
groups of trees with rude carvings on their trunks. I was informed that they left their dead
above ground, wrapped in rude hammocks slung between trees, always siting places near
rivers or creeks”. A scarred tree and Aboriginal artefact scatter (local heritage item 878) were
found at Bradley Street, Glenmore Park203
o Bowers (1911)204 noted many Kuringal ceremonies (making boys into men by knocking out
the tooth) took place in sight of St Thomas Church. Scatters and artefacts were identified by
Austral Archaeology205 from the lower slopes of the hill around St Thomas Church within 100
metres of Littlefields Creek.
o Bowers (1911206) noted stone tomahawks and axes found in a finished and unfinished state
in the district, many having been ploughed up at “Fernhill”.
o Bowers (1911207) noted that as many as 200 Aborigines were seen together at The Cottage in
the early days of the district. The Aboriginal tools below have been found along Mulgoa
Creek (see Conservation Management Plan for Cox Cottage Conservancy, MPA 2019208).
o There are four known Aboriginal sites in Mulgoa Nature Reserve209.
o A limited survey within Mulgoa Park (early 1980s) revealed two clusters of artefacts210
including silcrete flakes and chips (one a fragment of a blade) and a retouched chert blade211
o Kohen (1988212) found stone artefacts at five locations on Fairlight Park (western precinct of
what was Fernhill during Warren Anderson’s ownership). One scarred tree and one axe
grinding groove were also recorded.
o Kohen (cited in “Winbourne Mulgoa, the Missing Page”213, 214) identified several loose
fragments of Aboriginal artefacts on exposed areas of shale on Winbourne. These were
mainly flakes (from stone artifact manufacture) or small flints (typical of the ‘small blade’
style of artifact) and seed-grinding mortars found about 50 metres from the axe-grinding
site, as semi-circular depressions in a horizontal sandstone slab in the creek. A spherical
stone used as a pestle was found nearby.
o Kohen also discovered three major Aboriginal archaeological sites on Winbourne:
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Axe-grinding grooves - at least 33 grooves on sandstone shelves beside pools near the
point where Wombat Creek flows out from its small gorge onto the flats.
Permanent camp site - a site where the scatter of flakes and discarded worked stone
suggested the local people used it as a regular camp site, as they moved along the
Wombat Creek.
Residential shelter - a small sandstone overhang on the northern side of the Wombat
Creek gorge, less than a hundred metres from the creek’s ‘mouth’. It contained some
artifact fragments. Kohen suggested that an archaeological dig would reveal evidence of
people using it as shelter. There were some carbon markings on the back wall that
might have been Aboriginal art.
An Aboriginal archaeological report215 on the eastern precinct of Fernhill stated
“development may impact on previously recorded artefact scatters, isolated artefacts
and PADs.” most of the formal tools including Bondi points and a ground edge axe, were
located close to the confluence of the wetland and Littlefields Creek. Bondi points are the
signature tools of the Early, Middle and Late Bondaian phases and relate to late
Holocene period (or the last 5000 years). The stream confluence is the location of five
artefact scatters and is considered to have the highest archaeological potential”. “There
is likelihood that the surface scatters in these locations are just a small component of
much larger and multifaceted subsurface artefact deposits relating to pre-European
utilisation of the locale. Aboriginal knapping sites indicating tool manufacture and multi
visitation camping sites due to the presence of potable water could be expected to occur
at this confluence.”

Austral Archaeology216 listed the following within 2km of the south eastern boundary of Fernhill:
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e. AN ITEM HAS POTENTIAL TO YIELD INFORMATION THAT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO AN
UNDERSTANDING OF NSW’S CULTURAL OR NATURAL HISTORY (OR THE CULTURAL OR
NATURAL HISTORY OF THE LOCAL AREA)
Within the Mulgoa Valley, there are a number of items with potential to yield information that will
contribute to an understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history:
1. The Mulgoa Valley has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the cultural or natural history of Aborigines in the area in earlier times. It
is essential that a comprehensive Aboriginal Cultural Heritage assessment be undertaken
for the Mulgoa Valley, especially along Mulgoa and Littlefield Creeks. Aboriginal
archaeological sites, their management and the flaked stone technologies employed by
Aboriginal people occupying the Cumberland Plain of Western Sydney, remain poorly
documented217. Traditional Owners and other relevant Aboriginal people must be included
in the assessment process as holders of traditional knowledge and custodians of that land
and the findings should form part of the Conservation Management Plan for the Mulgoa
Valley:
a. Known sites (listed earlier in section 4) should be protected from harm
b. Proactive site survey should be advanced to further our collective knowledge of the
extent and nature of Aboriginal archaeological sites in the Mulgoa Valley
c. Significant infrastructure should not be constructed on (or in the vicinity of) recorded
sites
2. Archaeological excavations were undertaken at the site of Sir John Jamison's mansion at
Regentville by the Department of Prehistory and Archaeology at the University of New
England and the Department of Archaeology at the University of Sydney from 1985218. The
cellarman’s cottage was not researched and may yield more information.
3. Archaeological excavations were conducted in the 1970’s at Luddenham Estate at Wallacia
in relation to the brewery. More work on the road that serviced the brewery and flour mill
may be warranted219.
4. There may be archaeological potential on Fernhill’s additional lands at 1177-1187 Mulgoa
Road, in the area of the former post office. This property is listed on the Penrith LEP as an
archaeological site (Fernhill Draft Conservation Management Plan p. 146). The 2019 Fernhill
CMP lists additional potential archaeological sites of “exceptional significance” on pp. 190191.
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5. The earliest map of roads /tracks in the Mulgoa Valley220 is an 1810 cadastral map of an
unmeasured land grant to Edward Cox. “Mulgoa Road” in its earliest alignment was merely a
track, constructed to link the various properties of the Cox family to each other and to the
rest of the colony. Evidence of part of the track between Glenmore and The Cottage can be
seen on Cox Cottage Conservancy along Mulgoa Creek, with possible remains of bridges or
crossings, and between The Cottage and St. Thomas Church and on private property
between Cox Cottage Conservancy and Glenmore. The challenge is to find more evidence of
the track between the Cox properties. This is a potentially important archaeological site of
a colonial road formed c. 1815 and probably largely abandoned by c.1850.
6. Further study of the Mulgoa Irrigation Scheme could yield new information on the planned
subdivision and establishment of the township of Mulgoa. Investigation of the remains of
the Mulgoa Irrigation Scheme could provide further insight into the mode of canal
construction, landscape modification and technology for a gravity-fed water canal221
7. Management studies on biobanked sites could provide an insight into the effects of firestick
burning of the Cumberland Plain woodland as practised by Aborigines.
8. Little is published on convicts in the Mulgoa Valley, especially considering that in a census222
taken in 1836, there were 39797 inhabitants in the County of Cumberland, of which 30%
were convicts. We do know that Sir John Jamison employed a considerable amount of
labour, which for many years included numerous convicts223, the Cox brothers employed
convicts as labourers and the heavy iron key, a foot long, was forged by a convict 100 years
ago, to fit the wine-cellars at Winbourne224 John Blaxland complained that he never had
more than 23 convicts whereas he should have had 80225. Jack Donohoe226, a convict and
leader of a bushranger gang ranged the County of Cumberland and beyond and had a cave
(SHI 2260139) in the Mulgoa Valley on Fairlight and stockyards at Mulgoa Forest227.
9. As the State Heritage Register for Blaxland’s Farm (Mulgoa Forest; Mill Site; Brewery
Ruins)228 at Wallacia states “Blaxland's Farm has …high potential of the sites to reveal
information which is not available from the documentary sources. The full significance of the
site is not yet fully understood”.
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f. THE PLACE POSSESSES UNCOMMON, RARE OR ENDANGERED ASPECTS OF THE CULTURAL OR
NATURAL HISTORY OF NEW SOUTH WALES.
Cultural
The Cox properties of Fernhill, the Cottage and St Thomas' Anglican Church, have rarity value at a
State level as extant and integral parts of one of the most significant cultural landscapes in NSW,
namely the Mulgoa Valley landscape. This is a designed landscape which includes historic and
existing visual links between the Cox properties and which demonstrates attempts by early
European settlers to manipulate the native vegetation to achieve a particular design outcome.
The vulnerability of this landscape will depend on the Plan of Management for Fernhill and whether
the NSW Government accepts the recommendations of the Conservation Management Plan (2019)
for Fernhill: “The existing heritage fabric should be maintained and intrusive elements including the
racetrack, new stables and stone wall along the driveway should be removed where practicable”.
“The landscape drive is particularly important in the planning of the colonial landscape and anything
that affects it is detrimental to the appreciation of the colonial landscape.”
Glenmore and Winbourne Estates too are integral parts of a relatively intact rural landscape
developed by the pioneering Cox family in the early years of the colony of New South Wales, and
subsequently throughout the 19th century.
Fairlight and Glenleigh are substantial Victorian homes on acreage whose histories of occupation
and management reflect the changing agriculture within the Mulgoa Valley since colonial times.
Natural
The Mulgoa Valley is located on the western edge of the Cumberland Plain. It is approximately 5500
Ha in size. It conserves representatives of Critically Endangered Ecological Community (CEEC)
Cumberland Plain Woodland (CPW), River Flat Eucalyptus Forest (RFEF) and Shale Sandstone
Transition Forest (SSTF). As the soils of the Cumberland Plain transition into the sandstone soils of
the Blue Mountains, the plant communities also transition. The shale sandstone transition forest
provides a mixing of the plains communities and sandstone communities giving rise to a diversity of
flora which produces a range of flowering native plants suitable for rare migratory and nomadic bird
species, such as the Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater , for Grey Headed Flying Foxes and
potentially for koala habitat and foraging.
The Mulgoa Valley preserves in perpetuity through biobanking and reserves, more than 886 Ha of
Critically Endangered Ecological Community Cumberland Plain Woodland as listed by the NSW
Scientific Committee (1997).
“The Scientific Committee found for Critically Endangered Ecological Community Cumberland Plain
Woodland that:
•

The Community, as defined by the proposal, satisfies the definition of an Ecological
Community under the Act, i.e. an assemblage of species occupying a particular area.

•

Only 6% of the original extent of the community remained in 1988 (Benson, D. & Howell, J.
1990 Proc. Ecol. Soc. Aust. 16, 115-127 ) in the form of small and fragmented stands.
Although some areas occur within conservation reserves, this in itself is not sufficient to
ensure the long term conservation of the Community unless the factors threatening the
integrity and survival of the Community are ameliorated.
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•

Threats to the survival of the community include clearance for agriculture, grazing, hobby
and poultry farms, housing and other developments, invasion by exotic plants, and increased
nutrient loads due to fertiliser run off from gardens and farmland, dumped refuse or sewer
discharge.

•

In view of the substantial reduction in the area occupied by the Community, its
fragmentation and the numerous threats to the integrity of the Community, the Scientific
Committee is of the opinion that the Cumberland Plain Woodland is likely to become extinct
in nature in New South Wales unless the factors threatening its survival cease to operate.”

Since the listing by the NSW Scientific Committee in 1997, the region has experienced immense
urban expansion, infrastructure investment, and now is to have new Freeways (M12 and Outer
Sydney Orbital), new freight and passenger rail corridors, and an international airport. Four new
urban Growth Areas (Greater Macarthur, Wilton, Greater Penrith to Eastern Creek and the
Aerotropolis of the Western Sydney Airport) will see the demise of a further 9500 Ha of Cumberland
Plain Woodland.
There is no doubt that the endangered ecological communities that are conserved within the
Mulgoa Valley will continue to increase in value as the extent of its existence elsewhere continues to
decrease through ongoing clearing by human activity.
A 2018 report presented by conservation advocacy group, Cumberland Conservation Network (CCN),
in an analysis of vegetation maps found that, regardless of the introduction of ‘BioBanking
legislation’ in 2010, there has been a continued decline in extent of Cumberland Plain Woodland. In
fact, despite the legislative requirements to offset the destruction of CEEC CPW, there has been a
19% decline in native vegetation extent in the Mulgoa Valley in the past decade. Regardless of the
CEEC classification – the native vegetation of the Mulgoa Valley continues its trajectory toward
extinction. But with permanently conserved lands on both private and public tenure, the Mulgoa
Valley provides a unique opportunity to ensure that examples of these rare vegetation
communities can survive.
The amount of vegetation that is protected in the Mulgoa Valley is documented in the table below.
This constitutes 16% of the total area of the Valley. More Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement
(formerly BioBanking) sites are anticipated with the imminent release of the Cumberland Plain
Conservation Plan and the need to offset 9,500Ha of CEEC CPW that will be destroyed as a result of
the four new urban Growth Areas that have been recently approved.
Biodiversity Conservation in Mulgoa
BioBank ID Number
99
112
117
137
190
256
283
339

Date Conserved
21/5/2013
20/1/2014
8/5/2014
8/11/2014
16/12/2016
22/2/2018
25/02/2019
23/5/2018

Area Conserved(Ha)
49.9
133.6
147.3
15.2
65.4
7.7
58.9
20.4

Location/Owner
Private
Fernhill East
Fernhill Central
Private
Private
Private
Private
Winbourne
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411
412
TOTAL

20/11/2018
20/11/2018

54
53.1
605.5Ha

Fernhill West Precinct
Fernhill West Precinct

Permanent Conservation Land in Mulgoa Valley
Location
Mulgoa Nature Reserve
Cox Conservancy
Wallaroo
Wombat
Crossman Reserve
BioBank Agreements (x10)
TOTAL

Area
213 Ha
10 Ha
38Ha
5 Ha
15 Ha
605.5
886.5Ha

Tenure
Public
Public
Private
Private
Public
Private

The area of Mulgoa Valley is 5507 ha of which 16% is permanently conserved for biodiversity.

Rare Fauna in Mulgoa Valley
The permanent protection of 887 Ha of Critically Endangered Ecological Communities will provide
habitat in perpetuity for migratory, nomadic and locally occurring fauna which themselves are listed
as vulnerable or endangered by the Federal EPBC Act and the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act
(2016).
The following is a list of threatened or endangered fauna species known to occur in the Mulgoa
Valley:
Heleioporus australiacus
Giant Burrowing Frog
Pseudophryne australis
Red-crowned Toadlet
Litoria aurea
Green and Golden Bell Frog
Hoplocephalus bungaroides
Broad-headed Snake
Stictonetta naevosa
Freckled Duck
Hirundapus caudacutus
White-throated Needletail
Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
Black-necked Stork
Botaurus poiciloptilus
Australasian Bittern
Ixobrychus flavicollis
Black Bittern
Circus assimilis
Spotted Harrier
Haliaeetus leucogaster
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Hieraaetus morphnoides
Little Eagle
Lophoictinia isura
Square-tailed Kite
Falco subniger
Black Falcon
Burhinus grallarius
Bush Stone-curlew
Rostratula australis
Australian Painted Snipe
Limosa limosa
Black-tailed Godwit
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Callocephalon fimbriatum
Calyptorhynchus lathami
Glossopsitta pusilla
Lathamus discolor
Neophema pulchella
Ninox connivens
Ninox strenua
Tyto novaehollandiae
Tyto tenebricosa
Climacteris picumnus victoriae
Chthonicola sagittata
Anthochaera phrygia
Grantiella picta

Gang-gang Cockatoo
Glossy Black-Cockatoo
Little Lorikeet
Swift Parrot
Turquoise Parrot
Barking Owl
Powerful Owl
Masked Owl
Sooty Owl
Brown Treecreeper (eastern subspecies)
Speckled Warbler
Regent Honeyeater
Painted Honeyeater
Black-chinned Honeyeater (eastern
subspecies)
Varied Sittella

Melithreptus gularis gularis
Daphoenositta chrysoptera
Artamus cyanopterus
cyanopterus
Dusky Woodswallow
Melanodryas cucullata cucullata Hooded Robin (south-eastern form)
Petroica boodang
Scarlet Robin
Petroica phoenicea
Flame Robin
Stagonopleura guttata
Diamond Firetail
Dasyurus maculatus
Spotted-tailed Quoll
Phascolarctos cinereus
Koala
Cercartetus nanus
Eastern Pygmy-possum
Petaurus australis
Yellow-bellied Glider
Petaurus norfolcensis
Squirrel Glider
Pteropus poliocephalus
Grey-headed Flying-fox
Saccolaimus flaviventris
Yellow-bellied Sheathtail-bat
Micronomus norfolkensis
Eastern Coastal Free-tailed Bat
Chalinolobus dwyeri
Large-eared Pied Bat
Falsistrellus tasmaniensis
Eastern False Pipistrelle
Myotis macropus
Southern Myotis
Scoteanax rueppellii
Greater Broad-nosed Bat
Meridolum corneovirens
Cumberland Plain Land Snail
The highlighted species (above) are listed as Critically Endangered by State and Federal Governments
and Birdlife Australia has a map of records of these birds in the Mulgoa Valley.
The Mulgoa Valley has an evidence-based reputation as a key refuge for some of Australia’s most
endangered wildlife.
Regent Honeyeater: In October/November 2019, a pair of Regent Honeyeaters, listed as critically
endangered under the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act, 1995229 was observed nesting and
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedSpeciesApp/profile.aspx?id=10841. This lists a threat as
loss, fragmentation and degradation of habitat. “Key habitats continue to degrade from lack of recruitment of
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raising a chick on the eastern precinct of Fernhill230 adjacent to Mulgoa Village. The Mulgoa Valley is
the last remaining landscape within the Cumberland Plain IBRA subregion where Regent
Honeyeaters breed. The Regent Honeyeater is a woodland specialist whose population is in steep
decline and one of Australia’s rarest birds. The Mulgoa Valley represents one of the key breeding
sites for the species in NSW alongside the Burragorang Valley, Hunter Valley and Capertee Valley.
Nesting habitat at two of these four sites (Burragorang and Hunter) has been extensively damaged
during the 2019-2020 bushfire crisis, making the Mulgoa Valley breeding area key to the future of
this species in NSW (Birdlife Australia in prep 2020)
Swift parrots are a migratory visitor to the Mulgoa region in Winter, returning to Tasmania each
summer to breed. The species is listed as critically endangered under the Federal Environment
Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. Mulgoa is a well-known stronghold of this species
where the species feeds predominantly on lerp on the leaves of Eucalyptus moluccana.
Mulgoa Nature Reserve is listed on the Register of the National Estate due to the geological
significance of the shale cliffs present along Mulgoa Creek on the western edge of the reserve.
These cliffs, up to 30 metres high and approximately 300 metres long, are the only known example
of this landform. They demonstrate the stratigraphic sequence of the Wianamatta group of
sediments of the Sydney Basin.
Mulgoa Nature Reserve is listed on the Register of the National Estate due to its remnant
vegetation on the Cumberland Plain.231.
The vegetation of Mulgoa Nature Reserve has been subject to comprehensive survey232. Five major
vegetation communities have been identified within the reserve:
• Shale Plains Woodland - part of the Cumberland Plain Woodland
• Shale Hills Woodland - part of the Cumberland Plain Woodland
• Alluvial Woodland - part of the Sydney Coastal River Flat Forest
• Western Sydney Dry Rainforest and
• Moist Shale Woodland.
The Shale Hills Woodland, Shale Plains Woodland, Western Sydney Dry Rainforest and Alluvial
Woodland are all listed as Endangered Ecological Communities under the Threatened Species
Conservation Act 1995.

key forage species and loss of paddock trees and small remnants increasingly fragmenting the available
habitat.”
230
GS LLS Landcare & Community News - March 2020
231
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232
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sheet, Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney; Doherty, M. (1987). Remnant Vegetation of the Cumberland Plain:
Conservation Management Priorities, National Parks Association (NSW), Sydney; Smith, P. and Smith J. (1988).
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The Mulgoa Natural Area (Mulgoa Nature Reserve) also has scientific significance as it features
Shale-Sandstone Transition forest associated with the transition between Wianamatta Group Shale
and Hawkesbury Sandstone. The arising plant community is typically species rich with plant
characteristics of both geological types, including some which are restricted to the transition zone.
The place also contains several small but mostly undisturbed catchments.
Remnant vegetation along Mulgoa Creek and its tributaries provides links with the nearby Blue
Mountains National Park. The various vegetation types and landscapes, including riparian corridors
with Western Sydney Dry Rainforest and Sydney Coastal River Flat Forest, the shale cliff habitat and
the restricted Moist Shale Woodland, provide a diversity of habitats for native fauna and flora,
particularly woodland birds.
The Shale Plains, Shale Hills and Moist Shale Woodlands are the last remaining woodlands of this
type and quality on the Cumberland Plain. They are found on shale soils and comprise over 80 native
plant species. Dominant species are grey box (Eucalyptus moluccana), narrow-leaved ironbark (E.
crebra) and forest red gum (E. tereticornis). Associated tree species include thin-leaved stringybark
(E. eugenioides), broad-leaved apple (Angophora subvelutina) and rough-barked apple (A.
floribunda). It has a shrub layer dominated by blackthorn (Bursaria spinosa), Sydney green wattle
(Acacia parramattensis) and black she-oak (Allocasuarina littoralis), with isolated occurrences of
Acacia prominens, a species usually only found in the Gosford area. Ground cover species include
kangaroo grass (Themeda australis), Aristida vagans and Chloris truncata.
The following species have regional conservation significance: Angophora subvelutina, Cymbonotus
lawsonia, Wurmbea biglandulosa, Amyema miquelii, Carex breviculmis, Cotula australis, Dodonaea
viscosa ssp. cuneata, Eleocharis pallens, Myriophyllum simulans and Poa labillardieri.
The Western Sydney Dry Rainforest is located on the sandstone and gravel derived soils within the
reserve. This woodland is dominated by thin-leaved stringybark (Eucalyptus eugenioides), broadleaved ironbark (E. fibrosa) and grey gum (E. punctata) with understorey dominated by the shrubs
Daviesia ulicifolia, Lissanthe strigosa and Jacksonia scoparia. The threatened species Dillwynia
tenuifolia has been recorded in the understorey of this woodland.
The Alluvial Woodland occurs on the alluvial soils adjacent to Mulgoa Creek. This forest comprises
over 50 native plant species and is dominated by cabbage gum (E. amplifolia), swamp oak
(Allocasuarina glauca) and broad-leaved apple (Cymbonotus lawsonia) with associated tree species
including forest red gum (E. tereticornis) and grey box (E. moluccana). Common shrub species which
occur in this forest are Acacia parramattensis, blackthorn and Acacia decurrens. Common ground
cover species include Lomandra longifolia, Microlaena stipoides and the wetland species Phragmites
australis.
This type of river-flat forest is not conserved elsewhere in western Sydney apart from a small area
along Cattai Creek in Cattai National Park. The cabbage gum (Eucalyptus amplifolia), broad-leaved
apple (Angophora subvelutina), Cymbonotus lawsonia, Phyllanthus similis, Clematis glycinoides,
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Danthonia caespitosa and Doodia caudata found in this community also have regional conservation
significance233.
Field surveys have identified seven frog, nine reptile, 18 native mammal and seven introduced
mammal species. Some 100 species of birds have also been identified in the reserve234 (Coughlan et
al, 2001).
Seven animal species listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act (now the
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016) have been recorded in the reserve: the masked owl (Tyto
novaehollandiae), barking owl (Ninox connivens), grey-headed flying-fox (Pteropus poliocephalus),
eastern freetail bat (Mormopterus norfolkensis), large-eared pied bat (Chalinolobus dwyeri), eastern
bentwing bat (Miniopterus australis) and large-footed myotis (Myotis adversus). In addition, the
reserve contains the endangered Cumberland Plain land snail (Meridolum corneovirens). Other
threatened species occurring in the local area, and that may from time to time occur in the reserve,
are the tiger quoll (Dasyurus maculatus), turquoise parrot (Neophema pulchella), glossy black
cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami), powerful owl (Ninox strenua), square- tailed kite (Lophoictinia
isura), swamp harrier (Circus approximans) red-crowned toadlet (Pseudophryne australis) and
greater broad-nosed bat (Scoteanax rueppellii)”235.
‘Wallaroo’, a 38 ha Cumberland Land Conservancy property236 purchased with assistance from the
Australian Government and the NSW Nature Conservation Trust in early 2016., protects “Critically
Endangered” Cumberland Plain Woodland and “Endangered” River-flat Eucalypt Forest and six
species of endangered wildlife. The ‘Wallaroo Plan of Management guides the restoration of this key
biodiversity reserve. Further information can be found about the local wildlife in the Seasonal Bird
List and the comprehensive Baseline Fauna Survey.
The 4.8 ha property ‘Wombat’ was donated to Cumberland Land Conservancy by a corporate donor
(TransGrid) in early 2018 and forms a key link between Blue Mountains National Park and Mulgoa
Nature Reserve. These east-west links are critical to the annual migration of Scarlet, Flame and Rose
Robins, which migrate from the Blue Mountains to the fertile Cumberland Plain each winter. The
property at 571 Mulgoa Rd Regentville includes “Critically Endangered” Shale-Sandstone Transition
Forest, the endangered Dural Land Snail (Pommerhelix duralensis) the largest known local
population of the regionally rare wattle Acacia prominens, and the uncommon vine, Marsdenia
rostrata237.
In 2010, the NSW Minister for Planning approved an extension to the State heritage listing boundary
around the 200-year-old Cox Cottage, to include a 10 ha parcel of farmland and vegetation along
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Mulgoa Creek. Cox Cottage Curtilage238 is leased and managed by the Mulgoa Valley Landcare
Group. Cox Cottage Conservancy has a riparian corridor along Mulgoa Creek (a small tributary creek
flowing south to north into the Hawkesbury – Nepean River). The riparian corridor contains an
endangered ecological community: River-Flat Eucalypt Forest on Coastal Floodplains of the New
South Wales North Coast, Sydney Basin and South East Corner Bioregions, and is listed under the
New South Wales Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. The woodland along Mulgoa Creek
forms part of the wildlife corridor formed by Mulgoa Nature Reserve, Wallaroo Conservancy and
Fernhill biobanking sites.
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g. THE PLACE IS IMPORTANT IN DEMONSTRATING THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTERISTICS
OF A CLASS OF CULTURAL OR NATURAL PLACES/ENVIRONMENTS IN NEW SOUTH
WALES.
Mulgoa Valley is of State significance for its early colonial homesteads and cultural landscapes
associated with early farming practices and for its endangered vegetation in the western part of the
Cumberland Plain.
The rich and varied cultural landscape of the Mulgoa Valley, shaped by associations with early land
grants and settlement of the region and its remnant stands of endangered woodlands, is of aesthetic
significance at a State level. The evidence of these associations is demonstrable in the area bounded
by Fernhill, St Thomas Church and the Cottage where the rural landscape remains virtually
unchanged since colonial times.
Mulgoa and St Thomas Roads, endangered woodland, cleared grazing lands and the placement of
homesteads, make a substantial contribution to the overarching spatial arrangements and visual
qualities of the cultural landscape. The attachment to the area by the early explorers and settlers,
and the valuing of it, particularly for farming and grazing, is still associated with the Valley. The scene
in some areas has barely changed in detail, eg Kings Hill Road Mulgoa Valley, looking toward the
Cottage and Fernhill, drawn by Conrad Martens in October 1835239.
The early impressions of a rich and beautiful pastoral landscape remain, with aged exotic trees
signalling the location of the homesteads of the Cox family and of Fairlight.
Important early extant roads (eg the track between Cox properties (1810-1850) and St Thomas Road
mark the avenues of transport in colonial times.
The area is significant for its association with convictism, a convict workforce playing a crucial part in
quarrying, the construction of early buildings and roads and as part of the workforce on early
estates.
By recovering the histories of people and country here over time, by integrating ecology and
history, it is possible to track the succession of Aboriginal, settler, industrial and suburban impacts
upon this place, to see how city and hinterland were linked, how one is now being subsumed by
the other, and the means, costs and transformations of urban expansion (Karskens 2007)240
The Mulgoa Valley protects unique geological features, critically endangered vegetation
communities, and many threatened plants and animals of the Cumberland Plain. The ongoing
demise of the natural features of the Cumberland Plain is well documented – and exacerbated in this
region by population fuelled urban growth and associated infrastructure which includes an
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international airport with ancillary transport corridors for road and rail, warehousing for freight and
industrial supercentres.
The natural values of the Mulgoa Valley have suddenly become that much more important - simply
because they continue to exist amidst the annihilation of native vegetation almost everywhere else
on the Cumberland Plain. The listing of the Mulgoa Valley on the State Heritage Register will add
additional protections to existing LGA development controls which are designed to preserve these
values.
Mulgoa Valley offers a respite for the congested and urbanised population of Sydney who yearn for
a place within reach that offers natural open space, culture, history and fresh air as a welcome
respite to their humdrum and pressured existence in their dense urban environment.
By 2050, the rarest asset within the Greater Sydney area will be rural landscape: simple,
uncompromised farming land. Sophisticated infrastructures of public space are needed, but they
are built, renewed, replaced. Rural landscape, like wilderness areas, is as necessary to urban
communities’ wellbeing as more structured amenities, yet it cannot be recycled, renewed or
replaced.
The most innovative, permanent and beneficial contribution to Sydney’s public spaces would be
the assured conservation and promotion of the Mulgoa Valley as a unique area of outstanding
natural and cultural beauty (A0NB) for the enjoyment and health of future generations.
Mulgoa Valley is the last unspoilt rural landscape in the Greater Sydney area and the richest in
historic, cultural and natural sites. Established and protected in similar ways to the Areas of
Natural Beauty (AONB) sites in the UK241, the well-defined Mulgoa Valley offers the potential for
long term enjoyment of public space, well beyond that of site-specific projects.
The potential of such an AONB for active and passive recreation – walking, cycling, bird watching,
visiting historic and natural sites (e.g. Fernhill) or simply appreciating scenery, wildlife or farm
animals - is immense.
The foresight to preserve the rarest of open space in the Greater Sydney area for the enjoyment of
future generations and their appreciation of our societies’ cultural and natural history would
surely be seen (as the dedication of Centennial Park in 1888 now is), as innovative and
exceptional.
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See http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/plep2010309/sch5.html
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